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19 ROCKY MAIVIA’S SUPERFLY TO SUPERSTARDOM 


The third-generation WWF superstar can attribute some of his success to good genes. 
But he'd also like to thank a certain superstar from the Fiji Islands 
COVER DESIGN: 


Pini Branson 22 PRESS CONFERENCE: THE ROAD WARRIORS 
They're back again, this time in the WWF. Why the WWF? What happened in WCW? 
What are their goals? Hawk and Animal covered these topics and many more 


24 TAKING ABUSE IS “FINE” WITH NICK PATRICK 


You see the faces he makes whenever a WCW wrestler touches him. He looks like he’s 
terrified! But the NWO likes it when Patrick gets beat up, because it costs the attackers dearly 


28 STEVE AUSTIN: STONE-COLD AND UNCENSORED 
He speaks his mind all the time, and some people like that. The WWF likes him 
because he’s interesting. But how can you trust a man who doesn't care whom he offends? 


32 THE ELIMINATORS 
“YOUR STAT-O-CHART IS OUR HIT LIST!” 


We rated John Kronus and Perry Saturn as the sixth best tag team in the world in 
the Summer 1997 issue of Wrestling Superstars. They want to know what it will 
take to make it to number one! 


3 


a 
Fy 
& 
z 


Press Conference: ay 
TheR ‘| 


DEPARTMENTS 
4 BETWEEN FALLS 


Extreme Measures; A Woman For Sullivan; Losing Faith 


6 _ RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 


You'll get your fill of wrestling news and gossip here 


12 FROMTHE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 
A helping hand for the WWF 


14 _ INFOCUS by Dave Lenker 
Some thoughts on Shawn Michaels and the ECW-WWF relationship 


16 OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz 
Mail call for the “Queen Of Wrestling” 


35  PWICLOSE-UP: “DIAMOND” DALLAS PAGE 


A complete career bio on the man who said no to the NWO 


40 WWEVS. WCW 


The latest in wrestling's hottest feud 


42 THE STEEL CAGE by Dave Rosenbaum 


Randy Savage is the most spineless wrestler in history 


44 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 


Proof that it doesn't pay to be arrogant 


48 ARENA REPORTS 


Key match results from all over the world 


62 SCOUTING REPORTS 


Strengths and weaknesses of five stars 


64 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 


The mat sport's most respected rankings 


66 _ RATINGS ANALYSIS 
Chaotic days in the WWF 


68 WRESTLING ENQUIRER 


Late-breaking news from the mat sport 


7OQ_ HOT SHOT 


Why Vincent shouldn't be more than a bodyguard 


NEXT ISSUE ON SALE MAY 20, 1997 


STOP THE MADNESS 


A. We 

The wrestling world was stunned 
back in February when Shawn Michaels 
announced he needed to take a break 
from the sport, but the fans are still 
buzzing about the insults that were hurled 
between Bret Hart and Michaels in our May 
issue. Shawn's absence just complicates it 

“| think Shawn conveniently left just 
so he didn’t have to face Bret,” wrote 
reader Simon Davies of Kansas City, 
Missouri. “He's afraid of ‘The Hitman,’ 
and this is his way of avoiding him.” 

“Now that Shawn is out, I'd like to see 
him and Bret bury the hatchet,” wrote 
reader Adrian Conrad of Dover, Delaware. 
“The only way Bret could gain my respect 
would be to now defend his fallen rival 
instead of trashing him,” 

“| was really looking forward to 
finding out who is the better man,” said 
“PWI Hotline” caller Gary Walters of Fort 
Myers, Florida. “Now we con only continue 
fo speculate about who would win.” 

{think it’s a tribute fo Shawn that he 
had enough respect for the WWF World 
fille to relinquish it when he knew he 
couldn't properly defend it,” wrote Joe 
Dale of Canton, Ohio, “That act showed 
he's more respectable than Bret.” 


EXTREME MEASURES 

I think the WWF went too far by challeng- 
ing Extreme Championship Wrestling to 
show up on Raw. I have only ever seen ECW 
a few times on late-night television, but I 
don’t think Jerry Lawler knows what he has 
gotten the WWF into. Some of those matches 
between Raven and The Sandman have been 
bloody massacres. 

We can only hope that the next time ECW 
storms Raw, The Sandman will nail Lawler 
with his Singapore cane and Sabu will moon- 
sault onto his prone body, driving Lawler 
through a table. Lawler deserves it. 

JESSE HALE 
Corpus Christi, TX 


LOSING FAITH 

Bret Hart used to be a great wrestler and 
role model, someone who gave his all and 
made no excuses when he lost. Unfortunately, 
I have lost faith in “The Hitman” since his 
return to the WWF. Now all he does is com- 
plain, criticize Shawn Michaels, and sneak- 
attack Big Van Vader and Steve Austin. 

While Hart sat on the sidelines for many 
months and whined about his World title 
loss, Michaels honored the legacy of the 
WWE by defending the belt against the best 
in the federation. This fact seems to have 
stuck in Bret’s craw and has soured this for- 
mer great guy. 

Hart’s whole attitude change has me wish- 


The Sandman and Raven have wrestled in some bloody barbed-wire matches in ECW in the last 
year. Reader Jesse Hale thinks Jerry Lawler made a big mistake by inviting these type of ath- 
letes to show up in the WWF. 
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The Bret Hart-Shawn Michaels feud has been 
put on hold for a while. Reader Jimmy Nance 
will probably be rooting for Shawn if they do 
wrestle each other again. 


ing he would have signed with the New 
World Order, because he and Hulk Hogan 
now share the same attitude. But at least 
Hogan finally showed his true colors and 
stopped pretending to be a fan favorite. I can 
at least respect Hogan for that. 
JIMMY NANCE 
Asheboro, NC 


10x 


The cover of our July 1987 issue featured Ricky Sieambost 
and Randy Savage, and a story inside examined the upcoming welt 
intercontinental title match between the two at WrestleMania Mt. ‘k 
At the time, Bonnie Steamboat and Elizabeth tearfully urged 
their respective men to end their senseless, bloody feud. Many 
feared that only a crippling injury would stop these men from — 


killing each other. 


A WOMAN FOR SULLIVAN 


Kevin Sullivan’s new woman, Miss 
Jacqueline, is definitely someone who should 
dominate the WCW women’s division in the 
near future. She attacked preliminary male 
wrestler Mayerick Wild on WCW Monday 
Nitro and probably hurt him more than 


(Continued on page 54) 


Miss Jacqueline had some success wrestling 
men before she arrived in WCW. Reader Aaron 
Nelson, however, wants to see her wrestle 
WCW Women’s champ Akira Hokuto. 


yer een oy 


Elsewhere in the magazine: Newly crowned AWA World tay team champio The ‘Midnight 


Rockers were featured in the centerfold ... Precious penned an article about how she brought | 
Jim and Ronnie Garvin together again ... Were The Four Horsemen. protecting Ri CF Sil, 
Lex Luger? PW tried to determine whether that was the only reason Luger was asked fojoin — 


the group ... Eddie Gilbert helped Sting a lot early in ee career, but Pull eabaines why ed 


time for him to tell Gilbert to buzz off. — 
Magazine Availability: Sold out. 
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ISS JACQUELINE NOT 
Mie wants to wrestle the 

best male wrestlers in 
WCW, she’s also telling people 
that her ultimate goal is to win the 
WCW World heavyweight title. 
Believe it or not, she’s actively 
seeking a match against “Holly- 
wood” Hulk Hogan. Problem is, 
all Hogan does is laugh when 
someone brings up the subject. 

“It’s sickening to even think I'd 
take this seriously,” he said. “No 
man can beat me, so how could 
some helpless woman do it?” 

Jacqueline might be new to 
WCW, but the feisty woman who 
came to the federation to assist 
Kevin Sullivan in his war with 
Chris Benoit and Woman, has 
experience wrestling men. 

“Every wrestler in the USWA 
was afraid of me when | wrestled 
there,” she said. “| beat every man 
and every woman they put in front 
of me. I’ve manhandled a dozen 
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Miss Jacqueline got a lot of experience wrestling men when she 
was with the USWA (above), and now she'd like to challenge Hulk 
Hogan, who has had some “battles” with Sherri Martel (right) and 
other women over the years. 
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guys who got in my face here in 
WCW. Hogan, Sting, Lex Luger, 
Scott Hall, Kevin Nash, anyone—| 
can beat you. Just give me the 
chance!” 

Jimmy Hart, who says Jac- 
queline is very serious about going 
after the World belt, sincerely 
believes she can get the job done. 
“She’s one of the toughest people 
I’ve ever met,” Hart said. “Any man 


wes 


Now that The Road Warriors (above) are back in the WWF, they want WWF 
President Gorilla Monsoon (left) to grant them a shot at the tag team title. Monsoon 
says they need to prove themselves worthy all over again. 


is in serious trouble if he gets into 
the ring with her, and that includes 
Hogan!” 

Just before press time, a WCW 
executive told me that the federa- 
tion is unlikely to grant Jacqueline 
matches against any man, but Jac- 
queline says she'll keep attacking 
male wrestlers until they reverse 
that decision. And regarding the 
women’s division in WCW: 
“Madusa, Akira Hokuto, Luna 
Vachon, they just are not in my 
league,” she said. “Il don’t want to 
wrestle a bunch of old ladies; | want 
to wrestle men, and | will show | am 
supreme.” 

The Road Warriors, Hawk and 
Animal, are upset that WWF 
President Gorilla Monsoon says 
they will have to earn a shot at the 
World tag team championship by 
beating some of the federation’s 
other duos. 


“We can’t believe Monsoon is 
already copping an attitude with 
us,” bellowed Hawk. 

“Monsoon knows who we are,” 
added Animal, “and so do the other 
teams here in the WWF. We're the 
best, we’re the toughest, and we’re 
former WWE tag team champions! 
We are the Legion of Doom, and 
our reputation is a big enough 
damn credential for us to get a shot 
right now!” 

Monsoon, however, is sticking to 
his decision. “Oh, | am very familiar 
with their past here,” he said. 
“However, when you come back to 
the World Wrestling Federation, 
even if you were an active competi- 
tor elsewhere or you were a cham- 
pion here in the past, you must 
prove your worth again. That's just 
standard policy.” 

Big problems between Tony 
Rumble and Tony Atlas. For 
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Tully Blanchard is back on the 
comeback trail. He returned to 
the ring on an MEWF card in 
Maryland in March and might 
make the comeback a full- 
time one. 
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Tony Atlas and Tony Rumble have 
spent a lot of time together while travel- 
ing around the Eastern independent cir- 


cuit over the years. Now Rumble, Atlas’ 
former manager, wants to destroy the 
“monster” he says he created. 


years, the two of them had had a 
manager-wresiler relationship and 
were as close as brothers. Sure, they 
had a few tiffs now and then, but 
they never thought they’d end up 
feuding ... until now. With Rumble 
wrestling fairly regularly these days, 
he and Atlas have gotten into some 
heated arguments and have recent- 
ly signed for a series of matches 
against each other. “I’m like Dr. 
Frankenstein,” Rumble says. “I cre- 
ated this Atlas monster, and now | 
have to destroy itl”... 

Tully Blanchard has come out 
of retirement yet again and has 
committed to several dates for the 
MEWF. Regarding a full-time 
comeback, Blanchard says, “Il won’t 
rule it out. I’m in the best shape of 
my life, and if the competition out 

(Continued on page 10) 
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there in 1997 is as poor as | think it 
is, | could become a champion with- 
out making much of an effort” 

Here’s a new twist on a match. 
Maryland’s Mid-Eastern Wrestling 
Federation had a three-way ladder 
match for its held-up light heavy- 
weight belt. Adam Flash wound up 
winning the match, beating both 
Steve Corino and Quinn Nash ... 
Medic Madness are the new Great 
American Wrestling Federation tag 
team champions after beating 
Ricky Rocket and J.D. Sullivan ... 
“Diamond” Dallas Page heard that 
the NWO was working on develop- 
ing a counter to his “Diamond cut- 
ter,” so he says he’s coming up with 
a new way of executing the move 
that might make it even more dan- 
gerous and effective. 

Former Ultimate Fighting cHtam- 
pion Ken Shamrock continues his 
pro wrestling training under the 
direction of several WWF trainers. 
Meanwhile, another former UFC 
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ringside 


(Continued from page 8) 


ECW champ Raven certainly likes his 
wrestling extremely violent, but he’d 
also like to face Bret Hart. “The 
Hitman” says he'd only consider 
accepting that challenge if he were 
guaranteed that the match wouldn't 
escalate into a streetfight. 


champion, Dan Severn, who cur- 
rently holds the NWA heavyweight 
belt, is negotiating with the WWF ... 
WWF rookie Braccus is now com- 
peting in the USWA as well. 

Miss Patricia has signed a con- 


tract making her the manager of the 
MEWF’s Corporal Punishment. 

The USWA branch of the Nation 
of Domination has officially added 
The Spellbinder to its roster, and 
he has officially changed his name 
to Elijah. True to form for an NOD 
member, he has sneak-attacked 
several USWA fan favorites, includ- 
ing Brian Christopher, whom he 
beat for the Southern title. 

ECW heavyweight champion 
Raven has admitted that he would 
love to wrestle Bret Hart. 

“Bret Hart and | both believe 
we're truly the best there is,” Raven 
said. “The world only has room for 
one best there is. Let's see if the 
WWF has enough guts to let him 
come to Philadelphia to the ECW 
Arena so we can find out who is 
really the best.” 

“I’m a wrestler,” said Bret. “lf 
Raven can guarantee that it would 
be a wrestling match, and not a 
bloody streetfight, I'd certainly have 
to think about taking him up on his 
challenge, whether it be at the 
bingo hall or at one of our major 
WWF venues.” 

That’s all for now. I'll see you at 
ringside! oO 
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24. FLYING BODY PRESS 
25. FLYING CLOTHESLINE 


. SNAP MARE 
56. STEP-OVER TOE HOLD 
7. SUPLEX 


58. SURFBOARD 
9. TURNBUCKLE SMASH 
. WRISTLOCK 
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oan Dorn Jones 
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#8: Derek Craven 
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CAMEL CLUTCH 


COBRA CLUTCH 
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76. FIGURE FOUR 
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FROW THE DESK QF... 


Stuart M. Saks 


INCE McMAHON LIFTS 

\J sisi five times a week 

and runs the most influential 
wrestling promotion in the history 
of the world. He beat the notion 
that wrestling can be promoted 
only on a small-scale regional 
basis, he beat the U.S. govern- 
ment, he beat the odds literally a 
hundred times during his brilliant 
career as head of the 
WWF. 

McMahon is will- 
ing to share the cred- 
it for the success of 
his company with 
any number of peo- 
ple, and he is willing 
to absorb the blame 
for its failures. What 
he’s not very willing 
to do is admithat, as 
powerful as he is, 
there are things in 
this world he cannot 
do. After years of 
doing the seemingly 
impossible, McMahon 
has a difficult time 
believing that any- 
thing is beyond his 
grasp. What he still 
has to learn is that 
his grasp does not 
always have to be 
used to reach to new 
heights; sometimes it 
can be used to reach 
out for a helping 
hand. 

Painful as it might 
be, it is time for Mc- 
Mahon. to admit that, 
without help, he is not 
going to win his war 
with WCW. 

“This isn’t your daddy’s 
{| WCW,” said PWI’s WCW 
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_ his own expectations— 


authority-at-large, Donald Wayne, 
paraphrasing the Oldsmobile slo- 
gan. “It wasn’t very difficult for 
McMahon to outmaneuver Jim 
Crockett. He pretty much had his 
way with WCW even after it was 
purchased by Ted Turner. But 
things are different now. He knows 
that. And there is only so much he 
can do about it.” 

McMahon had to be hoping 
against hope that the day wouldn't 
come when some smart TBS exec- 
utive would whisper words of hope 
into Turners ear that WCW could 
mean, more to his company than a 
couple of nights of solid TV ‘ratings. 
Forget Eric Bischoff's involvement 
with the NWO for a 
moment. When he was 
elevated from also-ran 
WCW announcer to 
senior vice president, 
he was ready to do 
what his three prede- 
cessors didn’t have the 
guts to do: bet his job 
that he could make 
WCW the equal of, if 
not actually beat, the 
WWF. 

Bischoff succeed- 
ed—probably beyond 


and now McMahon is 
in unfamiliar territory. 
“For a while, Vince 
tried to exploit his role 
as the underdog in this 
dirty war against corpo- 
rate giants,” noted 
Wayne. “But most 
wrestling fans didn’t 
really care about his 
problems, They wanted 
to see good wresiling, 
and they were going to 
patronize the federa- 


tion that gave them what they 
wanted. The people who gave a 
darn about the business side of 
wrestling believed that McMahon 
was just getting what he had given 
out for so many years. There 
wasn’t much sympathy for his 
plight.” 

Certainly not from the indepen- 
dent TV stations that used to air 
WWF Superstars. With the WWF’s 
popularity on the decline, most of 
them no longer found it economi- 
cally advantageous to carry the 
show. Without the benefit of being 
able to run nationally via syndica- 
tion, the WWF became almost 
totally dependent on the USA 


Network’s WWF 

Monday Night Raw to 

publicize its live events 

and pay-per-views. Unfortunately, 
USA is seen in only two-thirds of 
the nation, and worse yet, the 
WWE gets only about two-thirds 
the ratings WCW does in the same 
time slot with Nitro. 

That fact does not exactly thrill 
USA executives, who have seen 
Raw’s dropoff coincide with its 
overall prime time rating decline of 
13 percent over the past year. USA 
was of the belief that part of the 
problem with Raw was that it was 
broadcast live only about one time 
in three or four, while Nitro benefit- 


ed from the intrigue and drama of” 


being aired live every week. The 
WWF would, of course, love to run 
live every week, but the costs were 
prohibitive. USA was so intent on 
seeing it done that it kicked in 
some of its own money to do so. 

Just how much money the net- 
work spent on the production of 
Raw is not known. But obviously, 
the success of Raw is very impor- 
tant to the folks at USA. But what if 
Raw can't right itself in this Monday 
night war with Nitro (see Nielsen 
atings on page 40)? Might USA 
move Raw to another night? What 
if WCW counters such a move by 
putting on a show on the same 
night? (Reports are that TBS is 
jealous of its sister TNT's Monday 
night success and has asked 
WCW for a live weeknight show of 
its own.) 

Beyond that, the options are 
ugly. No one outside of Atlanta 
wants to see WCW beat the WWF 
into: submission. But how long can 
McMahon, as powerful as he thinks 
he is, compete with Time Warner? 
It might be coming to the point 


where the WWF needs | 
a friend, a rich friend. 

“As much as it might 
pain him to do so,” 
WWF analyst Thomas 
Pilliard said, “McMahon 
might eventually be fF 
forced to give up a per- | 
centage of his beloved 
TitanSports to secure 
the revenue needed to 
fight on equal terms with 
the largest media com- 
pany in the world.” 

But who? Well, for 
starters, the USA Net- 
work is jointly owned by 
multibillion-dollar giants 
Viacom and MCA. They 
can certainly find a few 
bucks to invest in a 
company whose name 
is still highly marketable, who still 
enjoys a huge fan base, and 
whose success is directly tied in to 
their own. 

There’s News Corp. and its 
owner, Rupert Murdoch. Murdoch, 
while publicly distancing himself 
from wrestling in the past, actually 
owns a piece of the incredibly suc- 
cessful New Japan promotion, 
which has a working relationship 
with WCW. Murdoch happens to 
despise Ted Turner, and the feel- 
ing is quite mutual. Wouldn’t it be 
interesting if Murdoch threw his 
support behind McMahon? 

The best option for McMahon 
probably would have been avail- 
able’ to him several years ago but 
no longer today. With the monu- 
mental growth Titan experienced 
through the 1980s, McMahon was 
in a prime position to take the com- 
pany public. Smart investors and 
loyal WWF fans alike would have 
jumped at the opportunity to dump 


their money into publicly 
traded TitanSports stocks. «gg, 


McMahon could have 
retained controlling 
interest in the compa- 
ny by maintaining a 
51 percent share, and 
he would have been 
able to make use of 
his investors’ money 
to further enrich the 
talent level of the 
WWF at a time when it 
was the place to be. 
But that was an 
option for the past. Not 
now. It’s time for Mc- 
Mahon to look in the mir- 
ror and see beyond the 
muscle that forced wrestling “ae. 
into the 20th century. The 21st 
century is almost upon us, and 
we'd like to see two or more strong 
wrestling organizations fighting 
over us fans for many years to 
come. L] 
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a SHAWN FALLOUT 


a One knee.equals ... 
““@persions on Shawn Michaels or doubts about the seri- 
. << ‘of “The. Kneebreak Kid’s” injury. At one time, 


This is not meant to cast dis- 


believe that wasn’t true. In fact, he even gave 


" , cont el to be career-ending, and | have no rea- 
A son 


Shawn Michaels may be a two-time former WWF champion and the top-ranked 
wrestler in last year’s “PW/ 500,” but have we failed to give him enough credit for his 
contributions to the sport? 
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“up a World heavyweight title, and that decision 
*¢ ave'been made without thought. Fortunately, 
a} Mi¢haels will return to the ring. 

Bi ninth at of losing Michaels forever brought up 
( é of the old axioms: You don’t know what 
‘til iS gone . 
r. You know, all of that. Well, in this case, 
as ae Wrestling was on the verge of los- 


. Absence makes the heart 


the cover of Playgirl, did you?). 
Don't think Michaels doesn’t know 
how we felt about him leaving. Some- 


_ | where, right now, he’s sitting around, 
» thinking, / told you so, or mumbling 


something like, “Appreciate me while 
I’m here. I’m giving you everything 
I've got every night.” 

Good idea. Let’s face it: For all 
his fame and success, Michaels is 
one of the most overlooked stars in 
wrestling. We talk about Bret Hart’s 
scientific greatness and Hulk Ho- 
gan’s longtime dominance over 
wrestling—despite the fact that he 
steps into the ring only once per 
month at most—but | believe we 
have taken Michaels for granted. 

Maybe it’s because he’s so 
flashy. Women certainly don’t over- 
look him. More than a few hearts 
have been broken by the sight of 
Michaels flexing a muscle or merely 
walking in the other direction while 
wearing a pair of tight blue jeans. 

“Never, ever, have | been so 
happy to see a man turn around and 
walk in the other direction,” sighed 
Jeannine Katz of New York City. 
“It's a sight that always makes my 
day.” 

Michaels is fully aware of the 
impact he has on his female fans, 
but sometimes he has wondered, 
Why doesn’t everybody appreciate 
me for my wrestling talent? How 
about my contributions to wrestling? 
When are people going to sit up and 
notice that I’m one of the greatest 
wrestlers in history? 


Well, they’ve noticed now. 
Sadly, it took an injury for the 
rest of us to realize how much 
the sport, and especially the 
WWF, needs Michaels. Badly. 
Like baseball needs Cal Rip- 
ken and like hockey needs 
Mario Lemieux. He is one of 
our stars, and a relatively 
young one at that. His loss was 
telling. It made us realize what ey 
we had. 

“| hear people saying, ‘Shawn 
Michaels? He’s just a sex sym- 
bol. He’s flashy and exciting, but 
a great classic wrestler,” Mi- 
chaels said. “Oh yeah? Then 
how did | win two WWF champi- 
onships? How in the world did 
that happen? People see a pret- 
ty face, they see natural talent, 
and they figure | don’t work hard 
for what | accomplish. Well, | do. 
And what was going on while | 
was gone? I'll tell you: The 
WWF became a much less in- 
teresting place. Learn that les- 


Does the WWF want to see The Sandman busting open the head of ECW champ Raven 


son. Live it. Wrestling needs with his Singapore cane on its shows? Maybe this ECW-WWF relationship, whatever it 


Shawn Michaels.” 

It's funny, but for all of the rulebreaking sins Ric 
Flair committed during his career, for all of the signs 
that he was in a serious decline, the “Nature Boy” 
needed to retire before we realized how much we 
would miss him. Now he’s back, and although Flair 
probably would be better off hanging up his tights for 
life, is there anybody out there who really wants to see 
him do it? Of course not. Flair is one of the most inter- 
esting people in wrestling. When he leaves, we'll 
notice it. As for Hulk Hogan, we’ve grown so accus- 
tomed to his departures that we hardly notice when 
he’s gone. 

Not so with Shawn Michaels. Believe him, the injury 
is real. Career-threatening, something that made him 
pause. There was no conspiracy with doctors. “The 
Heartbreak Kid” really feared his career was over. 

“I really did,” he insisted. “That’s what the doctors 
were telling me.” 

But when did he find out that the knee injury wasn’t 
career-threatening after all? 

Michaels told me that as soon as he knew, he let 
the WWF know, but | wonder if maybe he had known 
for few days before he made the news public. Maybe 
he made sure the sight of him crying and giving up the 
WWF belt got etched in people’s minds first. 

We'll all remember that. The news hit wrestling like 
a jolt. Now maybe none of us will take Michaels for 
granted ever again. 


might entail, isn’t a good idea. 


TO ECW OR NOT TO ECW 


That is the question for WWF officials (and one we 
explore in-depth in the July issue of The Wrestler). 
Naturally, there was some controversy when the ECW 
wrestlers made their much-anticipated appearance on 
WWF Monday Night Raw in February. Many of us 
assumed this was the start of some sort of working 
relationship between the two promotions. But a few 
days later, talk around the industry was that maybe 
they wouldn’t be invited back. Not regularly at least. 

The question: Is ECW too violent for the WWF? 

Actually, the question might be this: Will the WWF 
pale by comparison to ECW? 

As a longtime observer of ECW, | have a hard time 
seeing how the WWF and ECW mix. The ECW is the 
anti-WWF. It was conceived as an alternative federa- 
tion for fans who no longer got their kicks from the 
WWF and WCW. To me, seeing ECW and WWF get 
together was like seeing the big bad wolf and the 
three little pigs start their own turnip farm. The two just 
don’t mix. 

Certainly it will be interesting to see how this match 
made in wrestling hell plays out over the next few 
months, but it looks to me like ECW and the WWF 
won't get along. Face it: ECW is just too extreme for 
Vince McMahon and his cohorts. Oo 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Brandi 
Mankiewicz herself. They do not 
necessarily reflect the editorial views 
of this magazine.) 


OLLOW THE BOUNCING 

WWF title. Since the Survivor 

Series, we have been witness 
to four—count ‘em, four—WWF 
World title changes. What is it about 
this time of year? Twelve months ago, 
we all lamented the instability of the 
WCW World title, which had changed 
hands four times in three months. 

I realize that the days of a Bruno 
Sammartino eight-year or Hulk Ho- 
gan four-year title reign are probably 
gone forever, but this is getting 
ridiculous, The last WWF champ who 
could hold on to his belt for more 
than a few scant hours was my main 
man, Kevin “Diesel” Nash. Sigh. 
Stability and good looks all rolled 
into one. 

The future is not encouraging if 
you desire lengthy title reigns. Sid’s 
short attention span will only exacer- 
bate the situation as we know it. The 
macabre Undertaker is likely to strip 
“Psycho” of the belt. But then Sid 
could regain interest and get it back. 
Who knows? 

Maybe we should start calling the 
top federation banana WWF World 
heavyweight champion du jour? 

But remember that I will always 
reign supreme, for I am your champi- 
on. 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Brandi’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Or send e-mail to: 
TopRopePWi@aol.com 


Dear Brandi: ’ 
It just hit me that Hulk Hogan 
should no longer be champion. Hulk 
had failed to defend his title for 78 
days and should have been stripped on 


November 26, which was 30 days 
after his last title defense (October 27 
against Randy Savage). 
JACOB HENSON 
St. Petersburg, FL 
Dear Jacob: 

Looks like Santa brought some- 
one a new calculator for Christmas. 
Where have you been, Jake? Pull 
your head out of the sand and lis- 
ten. Good or bad, Hulk Hogan will 
always call his own shots. Why? Be- 
cause he is still the most recogniz- 
able star in professional wrestling, 
and for your information, the 30- 
day rule has not been enforced on 
any world title since ... since ... 
well, I can’t think of a time when it 
was enforced. The one-defense-per- 
month mandate is used when a pro- 
moter tires of having a second-tier 
champion. It’s like having Board- 
walk in a Monopoly 
game. It gives you 
supreme and devas- 
tating power, but 
you can be very se- 
lective in your use 
of it. 


Dear Brandi: 

It is in your and 
your colleagues’ best 
interest to be aware of 
what is about to be 
unleashed on the East 
Coast wrestling 
scene. I, The Master, 
have under my tute- 
lage a man who will 
rule the wrestling 
scene with an iron 
fist. Take it to the 
bank. And you may 
be the Queen, but I 
am your Master. 

THE MASTER 
No address given 
Dear Master: 

There’s a joke 
that goes with your 
name, but I will re- 
frain since kids may 
be reading. Thank 


“Psycho” Sid has the WWF title now, but will he have it you, Master, for 


tomorrow? And if he loses it tomorrow, will he regain the 
next day? This WWF title situation is a mess. Where’s Kevin 


Nash when you need him? 


your kind considera- 
tion. I’m sure that 


If | were to become a wrestling manager tomorrow, 
Disco Inferno might be the first guy I’d get under con- 
tract. You might think he’s a joke, but if he were to lis- 


ten to me, he’d be a champion. 


whomever you have in a cage or on 
a leash will be truly devastating. 
Why I am printing your letter is 
beyond me. If I had a nickel for all 
the crayon-scrawled incomplete sen- 
tences that pass for letters, I 
wouldn’t have to respond to your 
crayon-scrawled incomplete sen- 
tences. But back to your new find. I 
just hope he is not monosyllabic and 


doesn’t drag his knuck- 
les on the ground. Lord 
knows we have enough 
of those kind of guys 
already. 


Dear Brandi: 

Aside from what was 
printed about “Diamond” 
Dallas Page wanting you 
to be his valet a while 
back, have you ever con- 
sidered being a manager 
or valet? 

JARED MIGDEN 
Manalapan, NJ 
Dear Jared: 

DDP flattered me 
with his request. He has 
good taste in women. 
Perhaps when I have 
conquered the entire 
world of wrestling jour- 
nalism, I will be ready 
for the next challenge. 
Suffice to say that I 
would conquer the managerial 
realm as I have done the print 
media. Woman, Miss Jacqueline, 
Sunny, Sable, Debra McMichael, 
and Marlena would truly be in awe 
of the true queen. With my brains, 
beauty, and body, I could make 
Disco Inferno a technically sound 
world champion. 


Dear Brandi, 

Who do you think would win a 
“Battle Of The Beaks” match 
between Hunter, Hearst Helmsley 
and “Slammy Award-winning” 
Owen Hart? You are my champi- 
on! 

RICHARD PARKER 
Kew Gardens, NY 
jessventural4@juno.com 

Dear Richard: 

Good question. I could just 
say Hunter “by a nose,” but 
that would take fodder away 
from Steve Anderson’s latest 
lame cartoon. They would obvi- 
Wouldn’t you like to see Owen Hart 
(above left) and Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley (above right) go nose-to- 
nose just once? | can’t believe these 


guys don’t use those beaks as 
weapons. 


ously have to avoid the collar-and- 
elbow tie-up for fear of having their 
schnozzes bump. As ridiculous as 
the bout may sound, it is no more 
ridiculous than anything else that 
the major and minor feds have been 
feeding us lately. The winner of the 
match could face Ric Flair in a 
“Battle Of Noses With Their Own 
Zip Code And Climate” match. And 
thank you for the “champion” ac- 
knowledgement. You may resume 
your worshipping now. 


Dear Brandi: 

You are a goddess of pro wrestling, 
and I am not worthy enough to read 
your column. PW1 is the best. 

PATRICK DOLLINZ 
Miami, FL ' 
pdollinz@aol.com 
Dear Patrick: 

Letters like this warm the cockles 
of my heart. While you are not wor- 
thy of reading my column, please 
do. If you want to become better in- 
formed than the submissive little 
peon that you are, then you must 
bone up on the prose of Brandi. 
And PWI is the best because of a 
certain cute and petite managing 
editor/ scathing columnist. Your 
worship and submission is duly 
noted. It is your honor, but not your 
pleasure. For that, junior, you’ll 
have to wait in a long, longline. (1) 
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Rocky Maivia’s legendary 


roots in the sport, it’s as if |) 


speaks of his grandfather, 


_ A oe 
fy vs 
4 
| | | ae \ 
> | 4! j 
> 
or: 
ee SS, : 


Everyone knows about 


lineage. With such long | 
he was born to wrestle. 
When he speaks of his 
influences, he graciously 


his father, and a, well, 
bruddah 


ri VERYONE THOUGHT 
— Rocky Maivia was finished. 
4 WWF Intercontinental champ- 
ion Hunter Hearst Helmsley was on 
his way to another successful title 
defense. Maivia had briefly dominat- 
ed the contest with a flurry of hard 
jabs and high-flying moves. But 
now, several minutes into the match, 
the confident champion had the 
young upstart where he wanted him: 
prone on the mat. 
Helmsley couldn’t contain his 
delight. He had an opportunity to 
do something that rarely happens 
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on Raw. With his opponent seem- 
ingly helpless, he calmly strutted 
around the ring and even curtsied 
in front of Maivia. To men like 
Helmsley, the thrill of a pinfall 
victory lasts only a night—but the 


joy of humiliating a bright prospect 


lasts a lifetime. 

The champion picked up Maivia 
and prepared to finish him with a 
“pedigree,” but the challenger’s 
limp body indicated that more 
humiliation was possible. He let 
Maivia go. Then, a split-second 
later, Maivia lunged from the mat, 
rolled Helmsley up in a small pack- 
age, and became the new Inter- 
continental champ. 

How time flies. 

“That's my son,” former WWF 
tag team champ Rocky Johnson 
said when contacted after Maivia’s 
victory. “Wrestling’s a sport of 
cunning, not just physical contact. 
Everyone’s in awe of my son’s 
great physique and conditioning, 


but he also has the intelligence to 
put it all together. I taught him that 
old possum trick years ago. I’m 
surprised he still remembered it. 

“I told him there are all kinds of 
tricks you can use. But you can’t 
use them often, because if you do, 
they won’t be tricks anymore. 
Sometimes, after you use a trick, 
you can’t use it for another two, 
three years. He knew this match 
with Helmsley was his opportunity. 
And he seized it.” 

If you listen to the “Soulman,” it 
won't take you long to realize that 
he and his son are a lot alike. But 
there’s another element to Rocky 
Maivia. A special component that 
makes his wrestling chemistry a 
winning formula. 

Of course, longtime fans will 
remember Rocky’s grandfather, the 
late Peter Maivia. As star of the 1960s 
and 70s, the “High Chief’ combined 
a solid scientific background with a 
vast knowledge of martial arts. He 
also showed a ruthless tenacity that 
served him well 
during a feud 
with then- 
WWE 


World champ Bob Backlund. 

So, if you combine Rocky John- 
son’s bob-and-weave boxing skills 
and street smarts with Peter 
Maivia’s martial arts background 
and no-nonsense approach, you 
have Rocky Maivia, right? Not 
really. There is still one missing 
ingredient. 

“IT can tell you what you’re miss- 
ing, truly I can,” said Salvatore 
Sincere. “I will not lie. You’re for- 
getting the lightning-fast dropkicks, 
the flying bodypresses, and, most 
of all, the leap off the top rope. 
Does the word ‘Superfly’ mean 
anything to you?” 

Sincere has a point. He entered 
the WWF shortly before Maivia 
did, and the two have wrestled each 
other several times. Since both men 
were eager to impress promoters 
and fans, their matches were partic- 
ularly hard-hitting. But Sincere is 
an authority on the subject for 
another reason. He also had the 
pleasure, or displeasure, of 
facing “Superfly” Jimmy 
Snuka on the independent 
circuit. 

(Continued on page 56) 
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WWF broadcaster Kevin Kelly interviews Hawk and Animal on the night they made their surprise 
return to the WWF. Though The Road Warriors’ history might suggest otherwise, they say they plan 
to stay in the WWF for a while. 


OAD WARRIOR 


NIMAL AND HAWK are back ... again. 
A One year ago, the return of The Road Warriors made banner headlines in 
wrestling publications around the world. After nearly four years, the Legion 
of Doom was reunited in WCW. 

But frustrations with their lack of progress, not to mention lack of title shots, 
forced the LOD to rethink their choice of promotions. And just as suddenly as they 
had returned, they were gone again. A tour of Japan soon followed, as did a brief 
respite in the then-fledgling, now-defunct American Wrestling Federation. 

But when the AWF disappeared, so did the Warriors ... yet again. 

Then, on the February 24 edition of WWF Monday Night Raw, Vince Mc- 
Mahon promised a major surprise. A few minutes later, Hawk and Animal came 
down the aisle to a loud ovation. They wrestled The Headbangers to a double- 
countout that night. 

lronically, their return came on a night that was highly anticipated for an entire- 
ly different reason: February 24 was the night of ECW’s “invasion” of the WWE. 
The Road Warriors’ return had been overshadowed. . 

While fans felt an initial rush of excitement, that enthusiasm was tempered by 
the realization that the LOD could disappear tomorrow. The Road Warriors still 
have their loyal fans, but their list of skeptics is growing with every attempted 
return. 

Editor-in-Chief Dave Lenker, Senior Editor Bill Apter, and Senior Writer Steve 
Anderson sat down and talked with Animal and Hawk a few days after their return 
to the WWF. 
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DAVE LENKER: Guys, what makes 
this comeback different from the one 
in WCW over a year ago? 

ANIMAL: Not much different in 
the initial impact. | think the fans 
were surprised, but when the shock 
wore off, they just enjoyed seeing the 
Legion of Doom getting down to busi- 
ness. That means beating people up. 

HAWK: That’s right. No matter 
where the LOD hangs their shingle, 
wrestlers are gonna get hurt, bones 
are going to be broken, and teeth are 
going to get knocked out! 


BILL APTER: I’m sure that you're 
hoping that this comeback goes much 
better. What do you think went wrong 
in WCW? 

ANIMAL: Don’t misunderstand 
our leaving. WCW had the best tag 
team competition at that time. But 
we weren’t getting a fair shake. 

HAWK: Fair shake? We could 
hardly get a pat on the back. We took 
all those teams there and dismantled 
them one by one. We were back in 
top form and ready to wear the gold. 
But goofball politics held us back. We 
got sick of it and walked. 

STEVE ANDERSON: Seemingly 
right to the AWF. You took quite a 
chance in going to a new, untested 
organization. Why? 

ANIMAL: We saw potential in the 
AWF. It was like getting back to 
basics for us. A small promotion with 


room to grow. We promised to be 
committed to them as long as they 
were committed to us. They didn’t 
stay around long. 

HAWK: And there was gold to be 
had. Tag team titles that we haven't 
held. That’s just not right. A tag team 
title lineage without the LOD includ- 
ed. But Tommy Rich and Greg 
Valentine ran just long enough to stay 
away from us. 

APTER: How did you feel when 
they went out of business? 

ANIMAL: Competition is healthy 
in.wrestling. The AWF tried to offer 
an alternative to wrestlers and fans. 
But this is a game where two promo- 
tions are much more dominant than 
anybody else. 

HAWK: It would have been nice to 
stay longer, but things happen for a 
reason, | guess. That’s what people 
say. 

LENKER: What was the deciding 
factor in your return to the WWF? 
After all, you didn’t: jump there right 
away. 

ANIMAL: Just like we did last year, 
we analyzed the competition. The 
WWF right now has the best 
competition for us. The Black- 
jacks are tough, and they’re hun- { 
gry for titles. Just like we are. 
We found out first-hand 
about those Head- 
bangers. And Owen 
Hart and Davey Boy 
Smith are proving 
why they are cham- 
pions. 

HAWK: Yeah, but 
none of that matters 
now. Other WWF teams 
are successful because 
they haven't faced us. 
They’re still living 
because we allow it. 
Now their pretty 
faces are going to get 
marked up real bad. 

APTER: You 
seemed to struggle a 
bit in your first match 
back with The Head- 
bangers. Was it ring 
rust, or did you 
(Continued on page 60) 
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If allegations are correct, 

then WCW ts tn the middle of maybe its 
worst scandal ever, A federation referee 
zs not only working for the NWO; 

he’s keeping it financtally solvent 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


After one recent match, Nick Patrick 
choked referee Mark Curtis after Curtis got 
involved in a match he was officiating ICK PATRICK IS about to 
(Opposite page, far left). The Giant live every wrestler’s night- 
responded by choke-slamming Patrick mare: a choke-slam by The 
(opposite page, left) and giving Curtis a lift ; ae cfs! : 

back to the dressing room (right). But Giant. He just had the stuffing kicked 


Patrick laughed last when The Giant was out of him by Lex Luger, and you can 
later fined. bet The Giant won’t call it a night’s 
work after the choke-slam, but Patrick 
doesn’t care. 

He’s just doing his job. 

Just like he was doing a few weeks 
later, when he halted a match pitting 
Luger and The Giant against Harlem 
Heat and ordered Luger and Giant to 
return the WCW World tag team belts 
to Scott Hall and Kevin Nash. 

Think Patrick cared when Luger 
and Giant approached him menacing- 
ly and threatened to add to their previ- 
ous beating? Or that he was worried 
about Harlem Heat objecting to the 
loss of their title shot and pounding 
him into the canvas? 

No way, Jose. He fact, he wel- 
comed the opportunity to be their 
punching bag. 

He would have just been doing his 
job. 

Once upon a time, when WCW 
wasn’t split into two, and when feder- 
ation officials weren’t acting on per- 
sonal agendas, Patrick was one of the 
most respected referees in the world. 
If there was a WCW World title 
match on a major pay-per-view, 
Patrick was likely to get the call. 
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Tough bout between hated rivals? Call 
in Patrick. He’ll keep things under con- 
trol. Controversy over a close call. 
Well, maybe the call was wrong, but 
Patrick did his best and gave an honest 
ruling. 

Not anymore. Not with Patrick, 
whose job is to take a licking and keep 
the NWO kicking ... as well as finan- 
cially stable, according to well-placed 
insiders. 2 

PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED has 
learned that Patrick has been ordered 
by WCW Senior Vice President Eric 
Bischoff to get beaten up and abused 
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by anti-NWO wrestlers so that 
Bischoff can fine them, adding money 
to the NWO’s coffers. It’s a job that’s 
not exactly a walk in the park ... but it 
sure pays well. 

“Patrick’s loving being a big man 
for the first time in his career,” said a 
source with access to top-secret NWO 
information. “He'll do anything for 
them, as long as the money is good, 
and Bischoff's making sure the money 
is good. They're working on like a 70- 
30 split. Patrick gets 70 percent, the 
NWO gets 30 percent, and WCW gets 
nothing. This wouldn’t work, except 


WCW is now controlled by NWO 
accountants hired before Bischoff’s 
suspension.” 

If true, this is the most startling evi- 
dence to date of the NWO’s incredible 
infiltration of WCW. Not only had 


Patrick will tell you he doesn’t like hav- 
ing to admonish Dallas Page (left), or 
getting into arguments with Teddy Long 
(above), or getting threatened by Hugh 
Morris (opposite page, right). But you 
can bet he loves when they push him 
around, because it pays off for_h 


with doing double 
W senior vice president and 
NWO ringleader before his suspension, 
not only has Patrick been allowed to 
referee World title matches and make 
important decisions, but the flow of 
money in WCW has been altered to go 
straight into NWO hands. 

“It’s unbelievable, man” said “Dia- 
mond” Dallas Page. “There’s no way in 
the world any WCW wrestler should 
step into the ring when Patrick’s the ref- 
eree. It’s not even worth beating him up 
if the money you get fined is going 
right into his pocket. Somebody's 


gonna have to do something about this.” 
Naturally, Bischoff and Patrick deny 
that any of this is true. 
Said Bischoff: “Any wrestler who 
abuses a referee, verbally or physically, 
deserves to be heavily fined. We must 


protect our referees at all costs, or else 
we'd have complete anarchy.” 

Said Patrick: “I’m doing my job to 
the best of my ability. If somebody 
wants to lay a hand on me, they’re 
going to have to pay the price, and that 
price is going to be a very steep fine. 
It’s the same as in baseball or hockey or 
basketball. If you lay a finger on the ref- 
eree, you have to expect to get fined. 
And as for these ridiculous allegations, I 
deny them completely. There’s not 
enough money in the world to make up 
for what I’ ve gone through.” 

Maybe not, but none of these attacks 
has sent Patrick to the hospital, and at 
times he has seemed to go out of his 
way to either provoke an attack or get in 
the middle of the action. It’s almost as if - 


Patrick is sticking out his nose and ask- — 


ing to get slapped. Certainly, such 


behavior would be unprecedented— 
there have been corrupt officials, such 
as the WWF's Earl Hebner, but never 
one who was working full-time for an 
organization—and a threat to WCW’s 
future. Unless somebody stops Bischoff 
and Patrick, the NWO will continue to 
grow ... on WCW money. 

“You can’t hit the NWO referee 
*cause you'll get fined by the NWO 
president,” Hacksaw Duggan said. 
“Nobody's willing to step forward and 
stop this crap. If all this is true about 
Patrick, and | bet it is, then there’s a 
serious problem. I’m not even so sure I 
want to see it run its course anymore, 

ause I ain’t so sure where the course 
S$ going.” 

Apparently, it’s leading right to the 


bank. NWO Federal. Nick Patrick, 


treasurer. || 


e Xt oe . 
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Sure, Austin is always an interesting 
interview, but you also have to admire 
the courage he shows when he wres- 
tles. Here, for instance, he didn’t back 
away when Big Van Vader went to hit 
him with the ring steps. He kicked him 
in the stomach. 


Austin doesn’t care if Goldust is a rulebreaker, fan favorite, or something in 
between. He’ll beat him up. He’ll beat up anyone, because he isn’t loyal to anyone 
in the WWF except himself. 


me back ... this organization holds me 
back because I ain’t all glitz and glam- 
our, smiling for the publicity shots.” 

Not the elocutionary skills of a 
political candidate, and certainly not 
the decorum of anyone wishing to 
remain in the spotlight. 

But “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin has 
remained in the spotlight because he is 
not polite, because he refuses to be 
politically correct, and because he 
won't kiss up to anyone. Annoying? 
Yes. Vulgar? Most assuredly. But with 
Austin, where there’s fire, there has 
been a rolling, foul cloud of smoke 
preceding it. 
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From a journalist’s viewpoint, 
“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin is the 
dream interview: He’s feisty, contro- 
versial, opinionated, angry. He doesn’t 
just give you a 10-second sound bite; 
he gives you a five-minute harangue 
on everything torturing his soul. But 
from a producer’s viewpoint, he’s a 
nightmare. You never know when that 
ornery Texan is going to spew a string 
of profanities. 

This dichotomous nightmare/dream 
machine is rapidly becoming the star 
of Monday Night Raw not just for what 
he does in the ring, but for what he 
spouts into a microphone. The afore- 


mentioned diatribe occurred during a 
live Raw, and you get a feel for what 
USA Network’s brass has had to deal 
with—good ratings, thanks to an almost 
R-rated show. 

“It’s a gamble having Austin on live 
TV,” admitted a WWF spokesperson. 
“But as long as he keeps the vulgarity 
within reason, we’re okay. With Sid 
gaining in popularity and Shawn 
Michaels rehabilitating his knee, it’s 
nice to have a colorful performer to stir 
things up. The ‘Hitman’ may be a role 
model; he is not, however, a verbal tor- 
nado, like Austin.” 

With the increased visibility and 
popularity of WCW, WWF's fan 
approval ratings have slipped in recent 
months. The reason is simple: Vince 
McMahon’s stable of grapplers is, 
many think, inferior to that of WCW. 
That can be attributed to the departure 
of WWF studs such as Lex Luger, 
Scott Hall (Razor Ramon), Syxx (The 
1-2-3 Kid), and Kevin Nash (Diesel) to 
the other federation. 

Departures notwithstanding, the 
WWE suffers from a lack of able-bod- 
ied/able-voiced performers. Owen Hart 
and Goldust are good for occasional 
inflammatory remarks and gestures, but 
neither has the guile to spark the 
fevered post-Raw discussions as Austin 
does. 

His anger is fueled primarily by 
frustration. To date, Austin has repeat- 
edly perched upon the precipice of suc- 
cess, but has never made it to the top 
crest of WWF domination. Records 
will show that Austin won the 1997 
Royal Rumble—but his victory was 
tainted since replays showed that he 
was tossed from the ring during the 
Rumble by Bret Hart. He hopped back 
in before the referees noticed, then 
went on to win the match, and, ostensi- 
bly, a ticket to WrestleMania to face 
the WWF World champion. Sub- 
sequently, however, Monsoon ordered 
a four-man match be held, with the 
champion slated for a World title shot 
at WrestleMania. 

But when Michaels relinquished the 
WWF belt to recover from a nagging 
knee injury, that four-man affair was 
changed into a battle for the World 
title. Bret Hart emerged champ, but the 


following night, “Psycho” Sid upset 
“The Hitman” to grab the belt for the 
second time in three months. 

And Austin? Well, he was too 
ticked off to talk. At least for a few 
minutes. Then he went on a rampage, 
attacking Hart physically and verbal- 
ly. And the cable airwaves? Well, 
such pickly talk has rarely made its 
way across the highly sensitive fiber 
optic lines. 

“You could laugh if it wasn’t so 
frustrating for Austin,” said Brian 
Pillman, who had a violent run-in 
with him late last year. “I’ve known 
him a long time, and I can tell just by 
watching him that he’s nearly insane 
over this. I think the only way you 
might see him calm down is if he 
wins the WWF title. Maybe, but I 
don’t know. He’s out there, man.” 

What would be the ramifications of 
Austin wearing the WWE belt? 

“The people around the WWF 
would finally have to recognize that 
‘Stone-Cold’ is the greatest damn 
superstar they ever saw,” Austin said. 
“They'd have to admit that I ain’t like 
the other pieces of trash around here. I 
might get some respect then. Maybe 
I'd find some peace.” It's his obsession with beating Bret 

Inner peace. Steve Austin, smiling Hart that keeps Austin hungry and 


: : motivated. He’ll attack him both 
and waving to the fans. Can we deal outside (above) and inside the ring 


with it? (right). And some of the things he 
“No way!” said Gregg Jenkins, a [BGA BU Mel 


23-year-old Austin fan from Pis- prety aah: 
cataway, New Jersey. “We want 
abuse, we want cursing, we want 
‘Stone-Cold’ to put the human race 


back in its place. He’s like Howard 
Stern. You love him because he’s 
honest and ’cause has no respect for 
authority.” 

Indeed, while moms and dads may 
wish for Austin to take classes in pub- 
lic speaking and decorum, clearly fans 
and WWF officials alike pray that 
“Stone-Cold” never changes. 

Even if he scares them a little. 
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By Steve Anderson 


ESPITE ALL THEIR 

success, The Eliminators 

have never been known 
for their game plans. 

Usually with reckless aban- 
don, John Kronus and Perry 
Saturn storm the rings of ECW 
and engage in violent, yet unor- 
ganized war. It’s a style that 
works for them. They are consid- 
ered one of the elite duos in the 
world and are currently in the 
midst of their second ECW tag 
team title reign. 

But lately The Eliminators 
have been defying their own style 
of unpredictability. They now 
have a plan of action. In fact, 
they have even gone so far as to 
make a list ... of who they want 
to conquer next. 

Well, actually, we made the 
list for them. It took the form of 
the Wrestling Superstars 1997 
Stat-O-Charts, a ranking of the 
20 best tag teams in the world 
(Summer 1997 issue). In it, the 
editors rank teams in 10 key cate- 
gories, then add up the scores. 
For the record, The Eliminators 
came in sixth overall, tied with 
Doug Furnas and Phil Lafon. 
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Saturn and Kronus took great offense to 
their placement, so much so that they 
keep a copy of the list and take it with 
them wherever they go. 

“Your Stat-O-Chart is our hit list!” 
said a menacing Kronus. “And we’re 
holding you guys responsible for what 
we do to any of those other teams that 
are ranked above us.” 

“Yeah,” concurred Saturn, “and we’ ll 
go through them with total devastation, 
not to mention a little “Total Elimin- 
ation’ thrown in, too,” a reference to 
their finishing move of choice. 

The Eliminators, you see, feel slight- 
ed. They feel that their two ECW title 
reigns and their dominance over other 
teams should make them number one. 
But with all the accolades they have 
received comes a little criticism. Some 
say that they have lacked focus and 
direction at times, that perhaps it’s time 
for them to venture outside the confines 
of ECW. 

“Yeah, and perhaps you don’t know 
what you’re talking about,” said Kronus. 
“ECW provides us with the toughest 
competition in the world. We have noth- 
ing to prove. Let those other six teams 
come here and prove themselves to us!” 
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close-up: 


others have made the transition from successful manager to successful 
wrestler? ... Grew up on the New Jersey shore and is now a part-time 
resident of Las Vegas ... Checks in at 6’5”, 260 pounds ... Began his wrestling 
career in 1988 as manager of Badd Company—Paul Diamond and Pat Tanako—in 
the AWA ... Badd Company won the AWA World tag team title from Marty Jannetty 
and Shawn Michaels on March 19, 1988, in Las Vegas. They lost the belts to Ken 
Patera and Brad Rheingans on March 25, 1989 .... Page also managed Col. DeBeers 
... Moved on to Florida Championship Wrestling and worked with Gordon Solie as a 
color commentator .. . Also managed Johnny Ace, Dick Slater, and Bam Bam Bigelow 
in Florida ... Become the manager of The Freebirds in early-1991 ... The 
Freebirds—Ron Garvin and Michael Hayes—defeated Doom for the NWA World tag 
team title on February 24, 1991 .... Prior to the match, Page introduced the team’s 
new road manager, Big Daddy Dink (the former Oliver Humperdink) ... Dink inter- 
fered in the match ... Hayes and Garvin lost the belts to Rick and Scott Steiner on 
March 9, 1991 ... Added Scott Hall—then known as The Diamond Studd—to his 
stable ... “He looked like a fool, a good-looking fool, but ! made him cool,” Page 
said ... The Freebirds beat The Young Pistols for the vacant U.S. tag 
title on May 19, 1991 ... Meanwhile, Studd became embroiled in a 
feud with Tom Zenk over who was the biggest stud in WCW; 
Page and Studd attacked Zenk during a TV taping ... Studd 
proved studliest, beating Zenk with a belly-to-back suplex at the 
1991 Great American Bash . .. The Freebirds, meanwhile, lost the 
US. belts to The Patriots ... DDP decided soon after to become a 
full-time wrestler... “I knew | had all the potential in the world to 
be a top guy,” Page said. “Hall told me, ‘It’s going to take you 10 
years.’ | said, ‘It'll take me half that.’” ... The Assassin, Jake 
Roberts, and Dusty Rhodes aided Page on his path from manager to 
wrestler ... Made his ring debut on November 18, 1991, teaming 
with Diamond Studd ... Was pinned by PN. News at Clash of the 
Champions XVIII on January 21, 1992 ... Was kayoed by Johnny B. 
Badd in a series of matches that might have vaulted him into the WCW top 10 had he 
won ... Lost most of his important matches ... Teamed with Vinnie Vegas—now 
known by his real name, Kevin Nash—and was pinned by Erik Watts at Halloween 
Havoc ‘92 ... Was in Scotty Flamingo’s corner for a victory over Badd in a boxing 
match at Clash of the Champions XXI. Flamingo’s glove had been loaded with water 
by Page ... Tore his rotator cuff in a tag team match against Shanghai Pierce and Tex 
Slazenger in 1993 ... Underwent surgery and missed 11 months ... Used his time 
fo watch tapes and study opponents ... Returned to the ring in October 1994. 
Frustrated by WCW's refusal to match him against top wrestlers, he created a gimmick 
in which he would pick a name out of a fishbowl and challenge that person to a match 
... Feuded with Terry Taylor ... Brought in Max Muscle as his bodyguard and start- 
ed coming to the ring with an assortment of beautiful women ... . Started challenging 
wrestlers to arm-wrestling matches ... Kimberly became Page's Diamond Doll .... 
Was embarrassed when he lost an arm-wrestling contest to Dave Sullivan in 43 sec- 
onds at the 1995 Great American Bash. Sullivan thus won a date with Kimberly ... 
Gained some revenge with a win over Sullivan at Bosh at the Beach ... Kimberly 
stood by her man, even though Sullivan treated her with more respect . . . Pinned Alex 
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Wright at Clash of the Champions XXXI ... Moved into the WOW ratings for the first 

time ... At Fall Brawl on September 17, 1995, Page defeated The Renegade for the 

WCW TV title (Muscle held Renegade’s legs during the pin) . .. Moved as high as num- 

ber four in the WCW ratings ... Gained so much confidence that he considered him- 

self unbeatable ... But he wasn’t, and he lost the TV belt to Badd on October 29, 

1995, in Detroit, despite interference by Max Muscle. He also lost the services of 

Kimberly, who agreed to join Badd’s camp if Page lost . .. Was pinned by Badd in a 

rematch at World War Ill in Norfolk, Virginia ... Kimberly's interference helped Badd 

beat Page in another rematch. She threw a chain into the ring, and Badd used it on 

Page ... Was voted Most Improved Wrestler for 1995 by the readers of PW/... Page 

lost $6.6-million—nearly every penny fo his name—to Kimberly when he was 

pinned by Badd at SuperBraw! VI on February 11, 1996 ... Page had to sell a pair 

of his wrestling tights at a subsequent TV taping to raise money to pay his bills . 

Page's interference led to Lex Luger beating Badd for the WCW TV belt ... Badd 

ended his relationship with Kimberly right afterward and left WOW for the WWF .... 

Page had agreed to retire if he lost a TV title match to Badd at Uncensored, though 

... With Badd gone, Page wrestled The Booty Man (the former Brutus Beefcake) . .. 

Everyone thought the retirement stipulation was still in effect 

when Page lost to Booty Man ... Kimberly—The Booty 

Babe—sided with The Booty Man and shunned Page's 

advances ... DDP lived on the streets for several months 

and even took a job as a clerk at the offices of PW... 

Lasted less than a day ... Found a loophole in his contract 

with Booty Man and returned fo the ring with the financial 

backing of a mysterious benefactor ... Pulled off a huge 

upset by winning the Battlebow! battle royal at Slamboree on 

May 19, 1996, and becoming WCW Lord of the Ring ... Was 

pinned by Eddy Guerrero at Clash of the Champions XXXIII 

... Used a series of “Diamond cutters” to sideline Guerrero 

... Chavo Guerrero Jr. took his uncle's place and lost to Page 

at Fall Brawl '96 ... Eddy returned and was pinned by Page at 

Halloween Havoc on October 27, 1996 . .. With the New World Order getting bigger, 

Hall and Nosh asked Page to join the group .. . He said he should have been invited 

to do so when the NWO was first formed . .. Lost to Eddy Guerrero in the finals of the 

US. title tournament at Starrcade 96 when Hall, Nash, and Six interfered and 

attacked Page. After the match, Hall, Nash, and Six also attacked Guerrero ... Had 

dinner with Hall and led him to believe he was going to join the NWO ... Helped 

Guerrero beat the NWO’s Scott Norton at Clash XXXIV on January 22, 1997 ... Used 

a “Diamond cutter” on Norton, and Guerrero scored the pin ... Four days later, at the 

NWO’s Souled Out pay-per-view, he was counted out of a match against Norton after 

voluntarily leaving the ring. Several members of the NWO had offered DDP an NWO 

Tshirt. After putting it on, he used a “Diamond cutter” on Norton, then left and tore 

the shirt off ... Beat Marcus Bagwell by DQ at SuperBraw! VII ... Was challenged by 

Hall at Monday Nitro on February 24 ... Randy Savage attacked Page from behind 

after his match and knocked him out ... Several NWO members covered Page with 

spray paint ... Having completely shunned the NWO, Page can expect more of the 

same. But don’t expect him to go down without a fight. He has overcome the odds 
before. 
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SID BRUTALIZES BRET! 


EY, SHAWN, THIS ONE'S FOR YOU!" 
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Let Us Spray! 
(WHEN THE GIANT 
“GOES DOWN .. 

_— HEAVEN — 
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You’d think that by now, SHAWN MICHAELS 
and “PSYCHO” SID would hate each other 
as much as Shawn and BRET HART hate 
each other, but that’s not the case. Sid has 

been going after Bret full-bore lately; it’s as if 
he’s pounding the “Hitman” on behalf of his 
old “friend” ... THE GIANT was very down 
after he got spray-painted at Souled Out. 

He had better be ready to keep fighting the 

NWO; the future of WCW depends on him! 

.. You won't want to miss our special 
25-page section: “Superstar Wrestlers’ 
Toughest Opponents.” Some of our 
choices will surprise you 


All this—and much more!— 
in the June 1997 issue of 
The Wrestler 


[AH GO ONE OH ONE! — 


AHMED JOHNSON says he won’t 
stop fighting against the NATION OF 
DOMINATION until that group is completely 
destroyed. But he also admitted to us that he 
came very close to joining the NOD. Find out 
why! ... Is life good for LEX LUGER? Well, 
he’s one of WCW’s most popular and 
successful wrestlers, but that doesn’t mean 
he’s totally happy. In fact, there are a lot of 
times when he feels very confused and very 
frustrated. And for good reason ... Every fan 
has the right to cheer and boo whomever he 
wants, but we'll tell you why you 
shouldn’t cheer MANKIND! 


All this—and much more!— 
in the June 1997 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


Each month, 
takes a close look at 
the latest developments 
in the most crucial battle 


in the sport’s history! 


ILL THE WWF ever win the Monday night 
\\ | ratings war? 

Even though it has finally gone to a two-hour, 
mostly live format for Monday Night Rav, it still isn’t doing all 
that well in terms of ratings. Raw almost beat WCW Monday 
Nitro on February 3, the night it aired matches taped a few days 
earlier during a huge card in Toronto, but it has slipped a bit 
since. 

A big question facing the WWF now involves its connections 
to ECW. Vince McMahon and company took a bit of a chance 
by inviting Paul E. Dangerously to bring his wrestlers to Raw at 
New York’s Manhattan Center on February 24. Would viewers 
be curious enough about ECW’s presence to turn off Nitro? 

Well, it appears some may have done just that. The ratings 
for Raw actually went up during some of the ECW matches on 
that show. 

Hmmmmmm, if you're Vince McMahon, you have to think 
seriously about working with ECW, but then again, you don’t 
want to put that federation’s best in the spotlight at the expense 
of your own. 

Perhaps the most surprising turn of events on that edition of 
Monday Night Raw came when the Blue World Order made its 
appearance ... much to the delight of the pro-BWO crowd. 
McMahon then told the viewing audience that the BWO should 
not be confused with the NWO. 

What’s that? A mention of the NWO on a WWF telecast?! 
Yes, it happened, though McMahon merely made a reference to 
the NWO having its own clothing line and didn’t come out and 
say what the NWO was. 

Maybe having ECW around would help the WWF fill the 
large void left by Shawn Michaels, who might compete only on 


a part-time basis for a while when he does come back from his 
knee injury. For those of you who might have thought Michaels 
was headed to WCW, forget it. He had a legitimate knee injury, 
and besides, he has several years left on his current WWF con- 
tract. 

And for those of you who can’t get enough live wrestling on 
TV, you'll be happy to know that WCW is considering adding 
another live weekly wrestling show (Friday night, perhaps), this 
one on TBS. If it happens, would the WWF counter it with its 
own live show? 

Unlikely, since it was initially hesitant to even make Raw a 
two-hour program. 


Main Event 
~ Bret-Vader 


Households 
1.61 mil. 


Rating 


4.71 mil. 
2.07 mil. 


Untertaker-Faarooq 
__ Jarrett/McMichael-PE 


Sid-"Taker/ader-Kind 
Eic ht-man 


VOICE OF THEFANS 


“T can’t believe the WWF would allow ECW wrestlers 
to wrestle on Monday Night Raw. It just proves to me that 
Vince McMahon knows he’s losing the Monday night war 
and is trying anything to gain ratings at this point. I wonder 
just how much longer the WWF can sustain losing this 
badly.” 

DONALD GERBER 
Albany, NY 


“Everyone keeps saying that Nitro is better than Raw, 
but I finally watched both of them back-to-back, and I real- 
ly think they are evenly matched. While Nitro has more 
nonsense, the WWE does have more wrestling. I’d rather 
watch The Sultan ys. Salvatore Sincere than Eric Bischoff 
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standing in the ring for another power trip. Both shows 

have their faults, but overall I think they are about equally 
good.” 

NICOLE VERONA 

Fort Worth, TX 


“] had stopped watching Raw, but I’m now finding Nitro 
to be too unorganized. It’s almost as if the guys running the 
show don’t know what to do next: go to the ring for an 
interview, or have a match. Maybe this is because of the 
randomness of the NWO attacks, but it makes the show 
nerve-racking to watch. 

MICHELLE QUARRY 
Elkin, NC 
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NO DOUBT ABOUT IT. It’s offi- 
cial! Randy Savage is the most spine- 
less man in wrestling history. 

Now I realize there aren’t levels of 
spinosity. You either have a spine or 
don’t have a spine. But since there are 
so many spineless creatures in wres- 
tling, I have to judge things by how far 
certain people are from actually having 
a spine. In that case, Savage doesn’t 
even show a hint of bone, not a verte- 
bra within 1,000 miles of him. He is, 
as the French might say, Les Coup des 
Spine Sans. 

The “Macho Man,” who has always 
tied his self-worth to a woman, 
Elizabeth, and had a hard time defend- 
ing the honor of his father, Angelo 
Poffo, when he was attacked by Ric 
Flair and Arn Anderson a few years 
ago, has now sold out completely. On 
February 23, Savage not only helped 
Hulk Hogan retain the WCW World 
title, but he became a member of the 
New World Order. 

Most people in the crowd thought 
Savage was rooting for Roddy Piper. 
That’s not how it was. Savage slipped 
Hogan a pair of brass knuckles, and 
“Hollywood” used them to kayo Piper. 
Hogan and Savage, former tag partners 
as The Megapowers, then joined in the 
courageous act of pummeling the near- 
ly unconscious Piper with legdrops 
and elbowsmashes. 

There’s one thing you can always 
count on with the NWO: They’ll 
always kick a man when he’s down 
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and unconscious. 
When this big joke was all over— 
I’m talking about the incident, not 


Hogan and Savage—Hogan told PWI 
Weekly, “Ya gotta love the ‘Macho 
Man.’ One of the greatest in the world. 
One of the smartest, too. He knows 
NWO is the only way to go.” 

The only way to go, that is, if your 
career is dead, but you still want to 
collect a few more fat paychecks. Of 
course, Savage could have turned 
down the NWO’s offer and made the 
final mark on his career by destroying 
Hogan and his cohorts, but he chose to 
take the easy route. As usual. There’s 
no way Hogan and Savage should ever 
be on the same side, but Hogan is 
always quick to recruit potential prob- 
lems, and Savage just isn’t smart 
enough to realize that the big shadow 
on his career has been cast by Hogan. 

“T couldn’t believe what I was see- 
ing,” said Ric Flair, who is smart 
enough to realize that Hogan is his nat- 


Randy Savage just couldn’t resist the offer made to him by the New World Order. 
He’s now fighting as vigorously against WCW as he once fought on behalf of it. 


nothing but the official Hulk Hogan 
Admiration Society, with Bischoff as 
chairman. The NWO, which started as 
a raid on WCW by Scott Hall and 
Kevin Nash, has undergone a complete 
metamorphosis from intriguing splin- 
ter group to Hogan fan club. It exists 
for that sole purpose. 

You know, there’s something really 
wrong when the wrestling world has to 
depend upon The Four Horsemen to 
keep things at an even keel. I’m actual- 
ly starting to look forward to the sight 
of Steve McMichael, with or without 
his annoying wife. Right about now, 
Jacqueline vs. Woman sounds like a 
decent main event. At least it’s better 
than another NWO “whose side are 
you on” boreathon. 

So here’s an idea: Stick the NWO 
and the Nation of Domination in the 
Same room and let them have at each 
other for about an hour. See what hap- 
pens. With a little luck, when we open 
the door after 60 minutes, there’ll be 
nothing left of either of them but bones. 

Except for Savage. He doesn’t have 
any bones. O 


WANNA BE A WRESTLER? 


At Halloween Havoc, Savage wanted to tear Hulk Hogan limb from limb. Now they’re 
buddies again. Dave Rosenbaum calls joining the NWO a cowardly move by Savage. 
It shows, he writes, that maybe everyone can be bought. 


PHONE 904-934-8435 


ural enemy. “It was one of the worst 
sellouts in history, but when you think 
about it, it’s not surprising. I always 
said Savage was bad news. I know 
what I’m talking about.” 

Added Roddy Piper: “I don’t know 
if Savage is a coward or just plain stu- 
pid. What was the point of coming 
back to WCW if he was going to get 
lost in the crowd as a member of the 
NWO? It doesn’t make any sense. 
Savage has never made any sense.” 

Sting’s comment? Forget it. Sting 
doesn’t know how to talk anymore. 

Here’s another man getting more 
cowardly by the day. His spine is fast 
disappearing. These days, Sting won’t 
even tell us whether he’s pro-NWO or 
anti-NWO, as if he’s going to lose an 
election by taking a stance. Sounds to 
me like Sting is merely against the 
NWO’s current offer to lure him into 
the group. When the money gets bet- 


ter, Sting will jump over. I’m con- 
vinced of that. Why else would he stop 
talking? And what was he doing before 
the Hogan-Piper match? What were he 
and Savage discussing? 

I don’t know. No one knows, ex- 
cept Sting and Savage. 

Unbelievable. 

Some credit is due to the NWO: 
Hogan and Eric Bischoff have success- 
fully proven that just about everybody 
has a price. There are no such things as 
standards or morals. Anybody can be 
bought. If you don’t think that’s true, 
just wait. From this vantage point, I 
say any wrestler who hasn’t joined the 
NWO is merely holding out for more 
money. The NWO named Savage’s 
price and bought him. Sting’s next, 
although his price is a little higher. 

But it will all come tumbling down 
when all of these NWO members 
finally realize that the organization is 
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BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


most arrogant man in wrestling. Lately, though, 

the WWF's Hunter Hearst Helmsley has chal- 
lenged him for that distinction. But after a big loss by 
each man, that arrogance is starting to look pathetic. 

When Regal lost his TV title to Prince laukea on 
WCW Monday Nitro in February, he suffered a major 
embarrassment, maybe as big as the one Helmsley 
suffered when he dropped the Intercontinental belt to 
Rocky Maivia. Both men were more humiliated than 
they’d ever been at any point in their careers. 

That is not my opinion. That is what they are saying. 

“| would be lying to you if | said | did not feel great 
shame in losing to a man of questionable talent like 
laukea,” said Regal. “Certainly, it was one of my dark- 
er moments.” 

But then Regal followed that up predictably. 

“Of course | never would have lost,” he added, “had 
it not been for that Rey Misterio character. The man is 
insanely jealous of the way I’ve deported myself as 
television champion, and he was willing to do anything 
to make me look foolish!” 

Helmsley, too, was royally ticked off by his surprise 
loss, ticked off more with himself than anything. 

“Nobody would deny that I’m a better wrestler than 
Maivia,” Helmsley asserted. “A match against Maivia 
is one I'll win 99 times out of a hundred. All he did was 
take advantage of a rare mistake. | can assure you— 
and him—that it won’t happen again!” 

Helmsley also added an excuse, that his rivalry with 
Goldust has distracted him to a point where he has 
trouble getting prepared for other opponents. 

Usually, a lot of us would just look at Regal and 


ORD STEVEN REGAL used to be considered the 
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Helmsley and say, “Tough luck, guys.” Those are the 
breaks. Better luck next time. With these guys, 
though, it’s easy to feel that they're really getting what 
they deserve. It’s kind of fun to rub it in their noses. 

“Regal was beginning to think he owned the damn 
TV belt,” said his ex-partner Bobby Eaton. “The guy 
thought he was invincible. Believe me, | took special 
joy in seeing laukea beat him, and | think a lot of peo- 
ple around here feel the same way. 

“Bet he’s afraid the Queen will de-knight him.” 

In the WWF, Helmsley's taking the same kind of heat. 

“Since the day he started here,” said Bob Holly, 
“he’s been acting as though he has a birthright to suc- 
cess. Maybe it’s because he’s from Greenwich, 
Connecticut. Whatever it is, a lot of us are sick and 
tired of it. Rocky Maivia gained a lot of new fans when 
he pinned that arrogant bozo’s shoulders to the mat!” 

Of course both Regal and Helmsley are acting as 
though the “slings and arrows” aren’t bothering them, 
and maybe they’re not. Maybe both men really do 
consider their misfortunes very minor setbacks on the 
road to a world championship. 

Maybe, too, those matches weren't such great 
upsets. Both laukea and Maivia are talented young 
athletes with great futures in their respective organiza- 
tions. Regal and Helmsley were expected to win, but 
those wins were not guaranteed. 

This may be asking too much, because | don’t 
know Regal or Helmsley that well. But maybe those 
losses will help them realize they aren’t the only good 
wresilers on the planet. 

And they are good. They’re excellent. If they 
weren't, they wouldn’t have risen as high as they 

(Continued on page 46) 


Lord Steven Regal shouldn’t be pointing fingers at anyone but 
himself after he lost the WCW TV belt to the unheralded Prince 
laukea. He’s still as arrogant as ever, though. 
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Hunter Hearst Helmsley believes he is a much better wrestler 
than Rocky Maivia, even though Maivia beat him for the I-C 
belt. HHH should learn a lesson from that humbling defeat, but 


he probably won't. 


have. I’m not sure if | see Regal as a world champion, 
but | see Helmsley as one. When he’s at his peak, 
he’s good enough to beat Bret Hart, Steve Austin, or 
“Psycho” Sid. 


But there’s a lot of great competition out there, and 
Regal and Helmsley have to stop treating it like worth- 
less peasantry. They have to start treating their foes 
with respect. If they don’t, they better get ready for 
more upsets. 

Seems like a good time to drop the whole royalty 
persona, too. True, Regal didn’t shine in WCW until he 
became Lord Steven, but his success has had more to 
do with the quality of his suplexes than the dubious- 
ness of his connections. Maybe if he gets his nose out 
of the air, he’ll see exactly what he needs to do to get 
to that next level. 

Helmsley has accomplished less than Regal, but 
he’s just as much a snob. Growing up in Greenwich 
could do that to a person; it’s one of the richest towns 
in the U.S. But a lot of people there have made their 
money by acknowledging their weaknesses and build- 
ing on their strengths. Helmsley would do well to fol- 
low their lead instead of making excuses and acting 
as though title belts should simply be handed to him. 

Confidence is admirable. Arrogance stinks. 
Sometimes, it takes a setback to tell the difference. [) 
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featuring the fifth annual installment of the “PW! 500"—q comprehensive listing of the 
top 500 stars in the sport! 


MARCH 1996 The Big One! Our annual 100-page year-end spectacular! “1995—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement '95 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards, and 
predictions for 1996! 


JUNE 1996 Our annual “PHI Poll” of insiders is back in this jam-packed 88-page 
edition! We ask 50 hot questions —they give you the answers! Plus: Sunny, Hulk 
Hogan, Yokozuna, and the WWF-WCW war! 


CALIFORNIA 
SAN FRANCISCO—WCW’s SuperBrawl VII pay- 
per-view at the Cow Palace: Six defeated cruiser- 
weight champion Dean Malenko to win the title ... 
Konnan, La Parka, & Villano IV beat Juventud 
Guerrera, Super Calo, & Ciclope when Konnan 
pinned Guerrera ... TV champion Prince laukea 
defeated Rey Misterio Jr. after Lord Steven Regal 
interfered. After being told that Regal had interfered, 
laukea offered Misterio the belt, but Misterio respect- 
fully declined ... “Diamond” Dallas Page beat 
Marcus “Buff” Bagwell by disqualification ... U.S. 
champion Eddy Guerrero pinned Chris Jericho ... 
Public Enemy beat Harlem Heat and The 
Barbarian & Meng in a triangle match ... Jeff Jarrett 
pinned Steve McMichael after hitting McMichael 
over the head with a steel briefcase ... Chris Benoit 
pinned Kevin Sullivan in a San Francisco death 
match ... World champion Hulk Hogan pinned 
Roddy Piper after Randy Savage interfered. 
(02-23-97) 

—Fred & Josh Shernott 


RESEDA—Slammers Wrestling Federation at the 
Sherman Oaks Center for Enriched Studies: Bruce 
Beaudine beat Jimmie Jaimes ... Diablo Valdez 
pinned The Samoan Kid ... Tyrone Little defeated 
Jesus Zapata ... Mike Ehrhardt defeated Joy Boy 
by disqualification ... Hombre de Oro defeated 
heavyweight champion El Toro Bravo by disqualifi- 
cation. 
(02-01-97) 

—Gregg John 


DELAWARE 

WILMINGTON—ECWA at Si. Matthew's Parish Hall: 
In first-round matches of a “Super Eight” tourna- 
ment to declare a TV champion: Billy Kidman 
pinned Reckless Youth ... Ace Darling (with Barry 
Casino) defeated The Inferno Kid ... Lance 
Diamond defeated Ravishing Ronny ... Cheetah 
Master defeated Devon Storm ... Semifinals: 
Cheetah Master defeated Kidman ... Darling pinned 
Diamond ... Finals: Darling pinned Cheetah Master 
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to win the toumament and the TV belt ... Jn non- 
tournament matches: Boogie Woogie Brown 
pinned King Kong Bundy ... Viper beat heavy- 
weight champion Glen Osbourne to win the title 
when ECWA officials stopped the match ... Primo 
Carnera Il, Cowboy Blaze, & The War Hawk 
defeated The Animal, The Commando, & Mr. Ooh 
La La. 
(02-22-97) 

—dJanet Brentson 


FLORIDA 
ORLANDO—WCW Worldwide tapings at Universal 
Studios (highlights): Glacier beat Cheetah Kid ... 
Cruiserweight champion Dean Malenko beat Scott 
Armstrong ... Kevin Sullivan beat Johnny 
Swinger .,. Jeff Jarrett defeated La Parka ... Rick 
& Scott Steiner wrestled Harlem Heat to a double- 
disqualification ... Disco Inferno beat Hard Body 
Harrison ... Kevin Sullivan beat Chavo Guerrero. 
(02-11-97) 

—Kim Hutchense 


GEORGIA 

FAIRMONT—Southern Championship Wrestling at 
the High School Gym: Randy Watkins beat Kenny 
Arden ... Alex Pain wrestled T.S. Norton to a dou- 
ble-countout ... The Outpatient beat Just Bruce ... 
Shane Wild beat Richie Dye by disqualification ... 
Chuck Colt & Risk Taylor beat Frankie Lee & Tito 


—Justin Ramey 


IOWA 

CEDAR RAPIDS—NWO Souled Out pay-per-view 
at the Five Seasons Center (Nick Patrick was the 
official referee for every match): Masa Chono beat 
Chris Jericho ... Big Bubba Rogers beat Hugh 
Morris by countout ... Jeff Jarrett beat M. Wall 
Street after Steve McMichael hit Wall Street over the 
head with a steel briefcase ... Marcus Bagwell 
defeated Scotty Riggs ... Scott Norton defeated 
“Diamond” Dallas Page by countout ... Rick & 
Scott Steiner defeated WCW World tag team cham- 
pions Scott Hall & Kevin Nash when Scoit Steiner 
pinned Hall. Referee Nick Patrick was knocked out 
during the match, and the three-count was made by 
WCW referee Randy Anderson. As of press time, 
no final decision on the status of the title had been 
made ... U.S. champion Eddy Guerrero beat Six in 
a ladder match ... World champion Hulk Hogan 
wrestied The Giant to a no-contest. 

(01-25-97) 


KENTUCKY 

COMBS—Hardcore Championship Wrestling at the 
A.B. Combs Elementary School: Steve Golden beat 
Bret Lawler in a blindfold match ... Eddie T beat 


—tLarry Smith 


reports 


The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 
of PWI Weekly received these results just 
days after the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PW! Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like fo join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 


correspondents, write to: “Arena Report” 
c/o Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Box 1148, 


Ft. Washington, PA 19034. 


Jerry Thunder ... Ric Gunner & Steve Golden 
beat Bret Lawler & Too Hot Thomas ... Alex 
Draven, Jerry Thunder, & Mike Woody beat Eddie 
T, Too Hot Thomas, & Bret Lawler ... Shawn 
Christopher beat Mr. Paradise in a baseball bat 
ladder match. 
(02-07-97) 

—Bill Needham 


MARYLAND 
BALTIMORE—Wid-Eastem Wrestling Federation at 
the Teamster Auditorium: Steve Corino pinned The 
Cat Burglar ... Bob Starr defeated Super Nova ... 
Pablo Marquez beat The Bodacious Pretty Boy 
... Adam Flash wrestled Quinn Nash to a no-con- 
test ... Stevie Richards pinned heavyweight cham- 
pion Axl Rotten to win the title ... Lucifer defeated 
Cueball Carmichael in a lumberjack match ... The 
Headbangers beat The Samoan Gangsta Tribe ... 
Raven pinned Knuckles Zandwich ... Chris 
Candido beat Corporal Punishment ... Devon 
Storm & Mark Schrader beat Jason Knight & 
Jimmy Cicero. 
(02-02-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


MASSACHUSETTS 
REVERE—Extreme Championship Wrestling at the 
Greyhound Wonderland Park: B. Mahoney & Ax! 
Rotten wrestled Super Nova & The Blue Meanie to 
a no-contest ... Little Guido defeated Chris Chetti 
... Taz defeated Scott Taylor ... Louie Spicolli 
beat Bobby Duncum Jr. ... The Sandman beat D- 
Von Dudley ... The Great Sasuke, Gran Hamada, 
& Gran Naniwa defeated Taka Michinoku, Mens 
Teoh, & Dick Togo ... Bubba Ray Dudley beat 
Spike Dudley ... Tommy Dreamer & The Pit Bulls 
defeated Raven, Brian Lee, & Chris Candido ... 
Tag team champions The Eliminators beat Sabu & 
Rob Van Dam. 
(02-15-97) 

—Danny Saulte 


WEBSTER—ECW at the Town Hall Auditorium: Taz 
beat Scott Taylor ... Little Guido defeated Chris 
Chetti ... Ax! Rotten beat Spike Dudley ... 
Wellington Wilkens Jr. defeated Lenny Lane ... 
Dick Togo, Mens Teoh, & Taka Michinoku defeat- 
ed Gran Hamada, The Great Sasuke, & Gran 
Naniwa ... Tommy Dreamer & The Sandman beat 
Raven & Stevie Richards ... Sabu beat D-Von 
Dudley ... Bobby Duncum Jr. defeated B. 
Mahoney ... Tommy Dreamer beat Tommy Rich 
... Louie Spicolli wrestied Bubba Ray Dudley to a 
pda Faicableg defeated Pit Bull | ... 
ag team ps The Eliminators beat Bri 
& Chris Candido. aoe 
(02-14-97) 


—Ryan Grant 


NEW JERSEY 
NEPTUNE—Empire Wrestling Alliance at Double 
Play Recreation Center: Eric Idol pinned The 
Heartbreaker ... Tundra pinned Mike Morgan ... 
LT. Warhead pinned U.S. champ Slayer to win the 
title ... “Wacky” Wayne Woo pinned Continental 
champ Psychotron to win the title ... Troy Mest & 
The Cremator beat Mark Mest & Chef D.Z. 
Gillespie ... Thunderstorm | defeated tag team 
champions The Reckless Bullies in a handicap 
match, but since only one-half of the tag team 
Thunderstorm showed up for the match, officials 
would not allow the title to change hands ... 
Heavyweight champion Dr. Hurtz pinned Mr. 
Motion ... Doink the Clown beat Mad Dog. 
(02-22-97) 

—Mark Smith 


EAST RUTHERFORD—WWEF at the Continental 
Airlines Arena: Rocky Maivia beat Leif Cassidy ... 
Crush defeated Barry Horowitz ... World tag team 
champs Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith defeated 
Phil Lafon & Bob Holly ... Savio Vega beat 
Phineas Godwinn ... Goldust defeated Mankind 
.., Faaroog beat The Undertaker by disqualification 
,.. Aldo Montoya beat Salvatore Sincere ... 
Intercontinental champ Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
defeated Henry Godwinn ... The Sultan defeated 
Ahmed Johnson ... Bret Hart & “Psycho” Sid 
Vicious beat Shawn Michaels & Steve Austin. 


(02-09-97) 
—Mary Chauker 


NEW YORK 
NEW YORK—WWF Shotgun Saturday Night at 
Penn Station: The Headbangers beat Alex Porteau 
& Nick Barbary ... Faaroog & Crush beat Henry & 
Phineas Godwinn ... Intercontinental champion 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley defeated The Undertaker 
by disqualification ... Savio Vega, Faarooq, & 
Crush beat Henry & Phineas Godwinn & Aldo 
Montoya. 
(02-08-97) 

—Luanne Parren 


NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Henry & Phineas Godwinn beat Owen Hart & Bob 
Holly ... Rocky Maivia beat Salvatore Sincere ... 
Steve Austin defeated Goldust ... Intercontinental 
champion Hunter Hearst Helmsley beat Jake 
Roberts ... World champion Shawn Michaels beat 
Mankind ... Faaroog & Crush defeated Ahmed 
Johnson & Savio Vega after Vega tumed against 
Johnson ... “Psycho” Sid Vicious beat The 
Undertaker by countout. 
(01-25-97) 

—David Dinowitz 


NORTH CAROLINA 
BUTNER—Southem Championship Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: One-night tournament to 
declare a North Carolina heavyweight champion, 
first round: Cueball Carmichael beat David 
Blanchard ... Boris Dragoff (managed by Count 
Grog) beat Stryker ... Big Slam beat Beau James 
... K.C, Thunder defeated Joey Matthews ... 
Semifinals: Big Slam beat Boris Dragoff ... K.C. 
Thunder defeated Cueball Carmichael ... Finals: 
K.C. Thunder defeated Big Slam to become the 
inaugural North Carolina champion ... In a non- 
fournament match: Chris Cannon beat Preston 
Quinn to win the vacant junior heavyweight title. 


(02-22-97) 
—Greg Mosorjak 


MORGANTON—Pro Wrestling Federation at the 
Armory: Masked Maniac defeated Wasted Youth 
... Tag team champions Cruel Connection Ii & 


Flaming Youth beat The Overlords ... Junior 
heavyweight champion Madd Maxxine beat The 
Avenger ... Italian Stallion beat heavyweight 
champion George South in a barbed-wire match to 
win the title. 
(02-22-97) 

—Brock Chandler 


KINGS MOUNTAIN—PWF at the Armory: Masked 
Maniac defeated Wasted Youth ... Terry Austin 
beat Black Angel ... Junior heavyweight champion 
Madd Maxxine beat Texas Outlaw ... Tag team 
champions Cruel Connection Il & Flaming Youth 
beat The Overlords ... George South defeated 
heavyweight champion Italian Stallion in a barbed- 
wire match to win the title. 
(02-14-97) 

—Brock Chandler 


ASHVILLE—National Championship Wrestling TV 


. taping at Playworld I; Rusty Riddle pinned Steve 


Skyfire ... Kid Dynamite beat Rick Michaels ... 
Rick Savage defeated Cham Pain ... Dave 
Jericho wrestled Will o’ the Wisp to a draw ... K.C. 
Thunder wrestled Chris Cannon to a double- 
countout ... Surge & Venom beat The Beautiful 
Blonds. 
(02-12-97) 

—Joe Wheeler 


GASTONIA—PWF at the Armory: Black Angel 
beat Black Dragon .,. Wasted Youth beat 
Bulldog .,. Tag team champions Cruel 
Connection Il & Flaming Youth beat The 
Overlords ... George South beat Rock Bottom ... 
Heavyweight champion Italian Stallion beat Dr. 
Feelgood by reverse decision. Feelgood had 
pinned Stallion after hitting him with a foreign object, 
but George South came to the ring and explained 
what happened to the referee, saying he was going 
to be the one to beat Stallion for the belt. Feelgood 
then attacked South, but he was chased away by 
Stallion. 
(02-08-97) 

—B6rock Chandler 


ROXBORO—Alternative Championship Wrestling 
at the National Guard Armory: The Lumberjacks 
beat Nighthawk & The Southern Stud ... Pat 
Friday beat TV champ Mr. Excellent to win the title 
... Billy Simmons beat heavyweight champ Rick 
Link to win the title ... Robbie Rock beat The 
Patriot (not the original) ... The Heartbreak 
Express beat Death & Destruction, 


(02-08-97) 
—Randolph Hedrick 


PILOT MOUNTAIN—ACCW at East Surry High 
School; Johnny Lightning beat cruiserweight 
champion Keith Austin to win the title ... Rob 
McBride wrestled to a double-disqualification with 
David Renegade ... K.C. Thunder beat Beau 
James ... Tag team champions Dangerous Minds 
beat Lady Killer & Mr. Excellent ... Preston 
Quinn defeated Demolition Ax by disqualification 
... Viper beat heavyweight champion Roger 
Anderson in a ladder match to win the title, 
(02-02-97) 
—Marcus Watkins 
SMITH GROVE—AIWF at the Community Center: 
Tommy Devylan beat Johnny Reb ... Jumpin’ 
Jimmy & Cyclone beat Neil Leathers & The 
Enforcer ... Lightweight champion Robert Roma 
beat King Cobra ... TV champion Rick Deezel 
defeated Dr. Love ... U.S. champion Major 
Breakinridge beat Brian Danzig after The 
Unknown Soldier interfered ... Heavyweight cham- 
(Continued on page 50) 


SUBMISSION WRESTLING 
TRAINING VIDEOS 


Master the Moves at Home! 
VIDEO 1 


SHOOTWRESTLING'S BRUTAL 
THROWS & TAKEDOWNS 

Only the Best Moves to Send Your 
Opponent to the Mat 
SHOOTWRESTLING'S 
DEVASTATING ARMLOCKS 
Finish the Fight Before You 


Break a Sweat 
SHOOTWRESTLING'S 
CRIPPLING LEGLOCKS 
Opponents Don't Know How to 
Defend Against These Legiocks 


Each Video Only $39.95 


Order All Three for $109.95 
INCLUDE $5 FOR SHIPPING & HANDLING 


VIDEO 3 


FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS, CALL TOLL FREE 


1-800-863-3199 * EXT. 2 
ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL FREE OFFER! 


OR 
MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


SHOOTWRESTLING USA, INC. 
P. O. BOX 820 
PINSON, AL 35126 


PRO WRESTLER DYNAMITE DAN SAYS: 


“I've learned in two hours what would 
have taken years to lear in the ring.” 


5 MAKE BIG MONEY 
IN PRO WRESTLING § 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188A 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 


pion Dynamite Doug beat Aries ... Tag team 
champions The Ghost Riders wrestled to a double- 
disqualification with The Tennessee Violence 
Authority. 
(02-01-97) 

—Dean Puckett 


SOUTHERN PINES—New Frontier Wrestling 
Alliance at the Armory: Kid Dynamo & Wolverine 
beat The Martial Artists ... Tag team champions 
V-Force beat Models Inc. ... Sweet Dreams beat 
Ice ... T.C. Flexor beat The Devastator ... Mike 
Maverick & Kid Vicious defeated Mad Max & 
Gemini Kid ... Kid Dynamo beat The Punisher ... 
Champagne beat Gale Force ... Intercontinental 
champion Serge beat Blue Skull ,.. Venom beat 
heavyweight champion Will o' the Wisp to win the 
title. 
(02-01-97) 

—Aimee Tucker 


CHARLOTTE—PWF at the PWF Training Center: 
Black Angel defeated Gladiator Il ... Tag team 
champs Cruel Connection Il & Flaming Youth 
defeated The Black Dragons ... Masked Maniac 
beat Texas Outlaw ... Junior heavyweight champi- 
on Madd Maxxine defeated The Body Adonis ... 
Heavyweight champion Italian Stallion defeated 
George South. 
(01-30-97) 

—Brock Chandler 


FOREST CITY—PWF at the Armory: Tag team 
champions Cruel Connection I! & Flaming Youth 
beat The Black Dragons .,. Texas Outlaw beat 
Wasted Youth ... Gladiator II beat Black Angel ... 
Junior heavyweight champion Madd Maxxine 
defeated Wasted Youth in what was supposed to 
be a ladder match. The ladder collapsed, however, 
when Maxxine first tried to step onto it ... 
Heavyweight champion Italian Stallion defeated 
George South in a Texas death match. 
(01-25-97) 

—Brock Chandler 


OHIO 
CINCINNATI—WWF at Riverfront Arena: Crush 
beat Leif Cassidy ... Faaroog beat Bob Holly ... 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley defeated Flash Funk ... 
Sid Vicious beat Savio Vega ... World tag team 
champs Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith beat 
Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon ... Goldust defeated 
Mankind ... The Undertaker won a four-corners 
match against Big Van Vader, Bret Hart, and 
Steve Austin. 
(02-14-97) 

—WMike Cooper 


OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA CITY—WWF at the Myriad: Savio 
Vega pinned Bob Holly ... Rocky Maivia beat 
Crush ... Flash Funk pinned Leif Cassidy ... 
Intercontinental champ Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
beat Jesse James ... The Undertaker beat 
Mankind ... Ahmed Johnson beat Mankind and 
Faaroog by countout in a triangle match ... Steve 
Austin pinned Goldust ... Phineas Godwinn beat 
Owen Hart ... Shawn Michaels won a triangle 
match against Sid Vicious and Bret Hart. 
(01-23-97) 

—Clark Peterson 
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PENNSYLVANIA 
PUNXSUTAWNEY—Pro Wrestling Xpress at the 
Armory: Jeff Rock beat The Perfect Creation ... 
Paul Atlas beat Bonecrusher ... “Golden Boy” 
Dennis Gregory defeated Frank Stalletto ... 
Heavyweight champion Brian Anthony beat Mad 
Mike by disqualification ... Adonis defeated J.T. 
Nightmare .., Notorious Norm pinned Gator ... 
The Xtreme Militia beat Black Cat & Big Daddy 
Adams ... Dennis Gregory (substituting for J.B. 
Destiny) beat North American champion Lou 
Marconi for the title. 
(02-22-97) 

—Jeff Gorman 


DOWNINGTOWN—Extreme Championship 
Wrestling at the Farmers Market: Axl Rotten & B. 
Mahoney defeated Louie Spicolli & Chris Chetti 
... Spike Dudley beat Corporal Punishment ... 
Little Guido defeated Cody Michaels ... The 
Gangstas beat The Bad Crew ... Heavyweight 
champion Raven beat Rob Van Dam ... Tommy 
Dreamer defeated D-Von Dudley ... Sabu beat 
Bubba Ray Dudley ... Tag team champions The 
Eliminators beat Brian Lee & Shane Douglas and 
The Pit Bulls in a three-way dance. 
(02-09-97) 

—Jeff Greely 


PHILADELPHIA—WWF at the CoreStates Center: 
Henry & Phineas Godwinn beat Owen Hart & Bob 
Holly ... Savio Vega pinned Rocky Maivia ... 
Crush pinned Goldust ... The Undertaker & 
Ahmed Johnson beat Faaroog & Mankind ... 
Steve Austin wrestled Big Van Vader to a double- 
countout ... Intercontinental champion Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley pinned Jake Roberts ,.. World 
champ Shawn Michaels beat Bret Hart and Sid 
Vicious in a triangle match. 
(01-26-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


READING—Pennsylvania Championship Wrestling 
at Stokesay Castle: One-night tag team tourna- 
ment to determine the number-one contenders 
to the tag team title, first round: Maxx Crimson & 
Mr. Ooh La La beat Troy & Horace Mest... Vinnie 
Biondo & Rockin’ Ronnie wrestled Mike Mayhem 
& Lucifer Grimm to a double-countout ... Dave 
Patera & Chef D.Z. Gillespie defeated Kid Liberty 
& Pat Shamrock ... Boogie Woogie Brown & 
Jacques Bonet beat Col. Jihad Hussein & 
Diablos Macabre ... Second round: Brown & 
Bonet beat Patera & Gillespie (Crimson & Ooh La La 
received a bye) ... Finals: Boogie & Bonet defeated 
Crimson & Ooh La La to win the tournament ... 
Junior heavyweight champ Pat Shamrock pinned 
Dave Patera ... Glen Osbourne beat Ace Darling 
by disqualification ... Julio Sanchez pinned heavy- 
weight champ Freight Train Jones to win the title ... 
Cheetah Master beat Mark Mest ... Goldust 
defeated Americas champ Lance Diamond by dis- 
qualification, 
(01-24-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio & Nick Kemp 


TENNESSEE 

McMINNVILLE—Hardcore Championship Wrestling 
at Jake’s Auction Barn: Cool Breeze & Chopper 
beat tag team champs Strictly Business to win the 
tile ... Troy Eaton beat heavyweight champ Tony 


Falk by disqualification ... The Black Scorpion beat 
Prozac Jack ... Larry Valentine beat The Royal 
Knight ... “Cowboy” Bert Styles defeated The 
Royal Knight ... Alex Pain beat J.D, McKay Jr. 
(02-21-97) 

—Sieve Bryant 


SAXAPAHAW—Alternative | Championship 
Wrestling at the Collins Recreational Center: The 
Lumberjacks beat Nighthawk & The Crusader ... 
Heavyweight champ Billy Simmons beat Rick Link 
by countout ... TV champ Pat Friday wrestled Mr. 
Excellent to a draw ... Don Kernodle pinned The 
Original Russian Assassin ... Tag team champs 
The Heartbreak Express beat The Southern Stud 
& The Carolina Kid ... Jimmy Valiant beat Robbie 
Rock. 
(02-21-97) 

—Fandolph Hedrick 


NASHVILLE—North American All-Star Wrestling at 
the National Guard Armory: Chad Casey beat Billy 
the Kid ... Mighty Heidi beat Women's champion 
Debbie Combs in a non-title match .,. Justin St. 
John pinned Rick Morton after Paul Adams inter- 
fered ... North American champion The Colorado 
Kid beat Charlie Parker (managed by Paul Adams) 
... The Wild Boys defeated Tim Prichard and 
Chris Michaels ... Scufflin’ Hillbilly beat 
“Flamboyant” Farren Square. 
(02-19-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


CHATTANOOGA—WWF In Your House XII pay- 
per-view at the UTC Arena: Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn defeated The Headbangers in a match 
not shown on the pay-per-view ... Marc Mero 
defeated Leif Cassidy ... Crush, Savio Vega, & 
Faarooq defeated Flash Funk, Goldust, & Bart 
Gunn when Faaroog pinned Gunn ... Intercon- 
tinental champ Rocky Maivia pinned Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley ... Phil Lafon & Doug Furnas defeated 
World tag team champs Owen Hart & Davey Boy 
Smith by disqualification when Owen hit Lafon with 
his Slammy award ... Bret Hart won the four-way 
elimination match to win the vacant WWF World title. 
Order of elimination: Hart tossed Steve Austin over 
the top rope, The Undertaker knocked Big Van 
Vader off the top rope, Hart pinned The Undertaker 
after Austin interfered. 
(02-16-97) < 
—Bill Apter 


MORRISTOWN—Tennessee Mountain Wrestling at 
the Talley Ward Building: Mike Powers beat Night 
Train ... The Hillbillies defeated Eddie & Steve 
Cario ... Johnny Raynor beat Jody Rivers ... Jeff 
Anderson beat Danny Little Bear ... Bryan 
Wayne won a battle royal ... Ricky Rocket beat 
J.D. Sullivan ... Heavyweight champion Buddy 
Landell beat Paul Ray. 
(02-15-97) 

—Bill Needham 


JOHNSON—TMW at the Parks & Recreation 
Building: Bryan Wayne defeated George 
Youngblood ... The Mongolian Stomper beat Dr. 
Dan, The Orderly, & Night Train in a handicap 
match ... Mike Powers beat J.D. Sullivan ... 
James Blevins beat The Spoiler ... Eddie Golden 
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AVAILABLE 


MARCH 1993 WRESTLER features a full-color 12-page 
section, “1992: The Year In Pictures,” that details all the 
most important events, both in and out of the ring, of that 
remarkable year in the mat sport. 


MARCH 1994 WRESTLER features the full-color 12- 
page section, “1993: The Year In Pictures,” detailing all the 
most important happenings, both in and out of the ring, of 
those notable 12 months in the mat sport. 


JUNE 1994 WRESTLER is on 88-page spectacular 
featuring 20 pages of “The stuff all fans should know”— 
the best wrestling quiz ever! What's your wrestling 10? Find 
out with this issue! Features four full-color pinups! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 WRESTLER packs 88 pe es of 
excitement into one big package—including the sk and 
candid “WWF Midyear Report,” a comprehensive review of 
the WWF through the first half of the year! Includes four 
color pinups! 


WINTER 1994 WRESTLER includes the must-read bonus 
section, “Wrestling From A To Z’—an alphabetical array of 
wrestling trends and turmoil! Four full-color pinups 
complete this sensational 88-page package! 


MARCH 1995 WRESTLER looks back at 1994 with a 
spectacular 23-page section, “1994: The Year In Pictures,” 
that includes four color pages highlighting the most 
important events of the year. 


JUNE 1995 WRESTLER is 88-pages full of information, 
including on 18-page “Book Of Lists” section featuring the 
hottest lists in wrestling and full-color pages of Jeff Jarrett, 
Hulk Hogan, Sid Vicious, and Sabu. 


(JV OCTOBER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING 
(I WINTER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING 
(77 APRIL 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING 


A VERY SPECIAL SELECTION OF 


Over the past few years, these special issues of The Wrestler and 
Inside Wrestling have become coveted by collectors the world over. 
Now, in limited quantities, they are available to you for the low price 
of just $5 each! Be sure to complete your collection today! 


DECEMBER 1995 WRESTLER lays down the law in a 
special 20-page rulebook developed by the editors. This 
section includes four color pinups depicting flagrant rules 
violations, 


MARCH 1996 WRESTLER is an 88-page edition induding 


the most memorable, the violent, and bizarre moments from 
1995 in a special “Year In Pictures” section, with four full- 
color pages featuring major issue from the year. 


JANUARY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING offers the most 
ill coverage of ast de '93 and Fall pot 
anywhere: seven pages of analysis plus two pages o 
color highlights from each card! 


APRIL 1994 JNSIDE WRESTLING includes the first-ever 
Inside Wrestling computer tournament! You won't believe 
who wins—or how! This 88-page issue's four-page color 
section includes an action centerfold—from the 
fournament?! 


JULY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING includes 21 pages of 
one-of-a-kind prognostications as Inside Wrestling looks into 
the sport’s future and reports back to you! Coverage in this 
88-page issue includes a four-page pinup section! 


OCTOBER 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING presents the bold 
and brassy “WCW Midyear Report,” a 15-page overview of 
the first half of 1994. Four ful lo pinups Hl out this 88- 
page special edition. 


APRIL 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING features the second- 
annual Inside Wrestling Computer Tournament, including an 
action centerfold from the final match—is this for real?! Our 
computer seems fo think so! You won't believe who wins! 


For oll orders outside the U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be delivered by ground and $3 for every back 
issue to be delivered by airmail. International money orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
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JUNE 1995 


JULY 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING is 0 power-packed 88- 
pager (including four color pinups) that included our 
fipest “Wrestling Cool” section, Who's the coolest dude, 

e, crippler, and daredevil? One thing all our readers 
agreed on: This issue was cool! 


OCTOBER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING reports on the 
state of affairs of World Championship Wresting for the first 
half of 1995 in “WCW Midyear Report.” We tell you how 
the stars fared among the turmoil in this special 88-page 
edition that includes four full-color pinups. 


WINTER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING gives you the 

irthdays of more than 180 of the hottest wrestlers in the 
sport today in a special pullout calendar and datebook. This 
aie features great historical information for each 
mont 


APRIL 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING presents the third 
edition of the Inside Wrestling Computer Tournament, and 
the results just get more sorting each year! The highlight 
of this annual 88-page special, as our readers have told us, 
is the computer-generated centerfold action shot from the 
tournament final. 


JULY 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING cag away from the 

i i personal lives of wrestling’s hottest 
stars. What makes Sunny cry i 
What's the dumbest thing Shawn Michaels has ever done? 
What scares Jim Cornette? What brings Sting down? This 88- 
pager indudes color shots of Sting, Sunny, Sabu, and Michaels. 
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& Chris Steelheart defeated David Jericho & 
Ricky Rocket ... Tony Anthony & “Dirty White 
Girl” Kimberly defeated Terry & Buddy Landell in 
a mixed tag team match. 
(02-14-97) 

—Bill Needham 


LEBANON—NAW at the National Guard Armory: 
Tracey Smothers (with Paul Adams) beat Tim 
Prichard ... Cody Montana beat Billy the Kid ... 
Debbie Combs over Mighty Heidi ... Scufflin’ 
Hillbilly beat Storm Trooper ... North American 
champ The Colorado Kid beat Justin St. John 
(with Paul Adams) ... The Colorado Kid won a 
bunkhouse battle royal. 
(02-14-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Big One Expo Center: 
Mike Samples beat Bobby Bolton .., Tank beat 
Dutch Mantel ... The Interrogator beat Bill 
Dundee ... Steven Dunn defeated Riccon by dis- 
qualification ... Tag team champions PG-13 beat 
Billy Travis & Flash Flanagan in a falls-count-any- 
where match ... Heavyweight champion Jerry 
Lawler defeated King Reginald (Reggie B. Fine) 
by disqualification ... Southern champion Elijah 
beat Brian Christopher. 
(02-06-97) 

—Frank Miller 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Big One Expo Center: 
King Reginald (Reggie B. Fine) beat The Yellow 
Jacket ... Mike Samples defeated Tony Williams 
... Elija Mohammed beat Bobby Bolton ... Mike 
Samples won a six-man elimination match ... Tag 
team champions PG-13 defeated Steven Dunn & 
Bill Dundee ... Southern champion Brian 
Christopher defeated Shaquille Ali 
Heavyweight champion Jerry Lawler defeated 
Wolfie D by disqualification. 
(01-30-97) 

—Mark Mitchell 


FALL BRANCH— Souther States Wrestling at the 
Sampson Center: Johnny Thunder & Danny 
Christian beat Stan Lee & Rich Mansfield ... Dan 
Cooley & The Colorado Kid defeated Beau 
James & War Machine ... Bad Boy Buck wrestled 
Little Frankenstein to a no-contest ... Rick 
Morton pinned Eddie Golden ... Beau James 
pinned Debbie Combs in a mixed match. 
(01-31-97) 

—Fay Ferguson & Michael J. DiMuzio 


TEXAS 
DALLAS—World Class II—The Next Generation at 
the Sportatorium: El Toro beat Chris Rock ... 
Chris Young beat Terrence M. Garvin by disquali- 
fication when Garvin hit the referee ... Bill Irwin 
beat Chad Hart ... Action Jackson beat Rod 
Price to win the brass knuckles title ... Texas cham- 
pion Chris Adams beat El Cid. 
(02-07-97) 

—fion Yarborough Jr. 


WISCONSIN 

MILWAUKEE—WCW Clash of the Champions 
XXXIV at the Wisconsin Center: Dean Malenko 
defeated cruiserweight champion Ultimo Dragon 
(with Sonny Ono) by submission to regain fhe title 
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arena reports 
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(Continued from page 50) 


... Scotty Riggs pinned Mike Enos ... Chris 
Jericho, Super Calo, & Chavo Guerrero Jr. beat 
Konnan, J.L., & La Parka when Jericho pinned J.L. 
... Harlem Heat (with Sherri Martel) beat Joe 
Gomez & The Renegade ... Masa Chono pinned 
Alex Wright ... U.S. champion Eddy Guerrero 
pinned Scott Norton after “Diamond” Dallas 
Page interfered and used a “Diamond cutter” on 
Norton ... Chris Benoit (with Woman) beat Kevin 
Sullivan in a falls-count-anywhere match after 
Woman broke a chair over Sullivan's head ... Rick 
& Scott Steiner beat The Amazing French- 
Canadians when Scott pinned Pierre Oulette ... 
Lex Luger defeated Scott Hall by disqualification 
when Kevin Nash & Six interfered. 
(02-22-97) 

—Don Ready 


INTERNATIONAL 


CANADA 

ST. FELIX, QUEBEC—Northern Championship 
Wrestling at the Knights of Columbus House: Mike 
Lions beat Mike the Fan Boy ... Phil Belanger 
defeated The Nightmare ... Marc the Grizzly beat 
El Diablero ... The Sweet Boys beat Daniel Leon 
& Dream Killer ... van the Terrible beat Esel 
Krap ... Syl the Sadist beat Golem the Giant ... 
Alexander the Magnificent wrestled Iceman to a 
no-contest ... Alexander the Magnificent beat Syl 
the Sadist. 
(02-15-97) . 
—Berirand Hebert 


MONTREAL, QUEBEC—NCW at the NDR Arena: 
Daniel Leon defeated Dream Killer by disqualifica- 
tion ... Frank Blues defeated Mike the Fan Boy ... 
Marc the Grizzly defeated Esel Krap ... The 
Dream Warriors defeated The Super 
Headhunters ... The Sweet Boys beat El 
Diablero & ivan the Terrible ... Syl Dancer beat 
Golem the Giant ... lceman defeated Alexander 
the Magnificent. 
(02-08-97) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—Canadian Wrestling 
Federation at the North Kildonan Community 
Center: Wildman Firpo beat Caveman Broda ... 
Jaysus Gothik pinned The Butcher ... Bobby Jay 
beat Brother Midnite ... North American champ 
Robby Royce defeated Bugsy Sluggliano ... 
Caveman Broda, Vance Nevada, & E.Z. Ryder 
beat Bobby Collins, Todd Bullet, & Wildman 
Firpo. According to a premaich stipulation, Nevada 
and Ryder were declared new tag team champions. 
(02-08-97) 

—Vern May 


OTTAWA, ONTARIO—WWF at the Corel Centre 
(evening card): The Sultan beat Flash Funk ... 
Savio Vega beat Judas ... “Psycho” Sid Vicious 
fought The Undertaker to a double-disqualification 
... Big Van Vader beat Goldust ... Rocky Maivia 
& Ahmed Johnson beat Faaroog & Crush ... 
Salvatore Sincere defeated Aldo Montoya ... 
World tag team champions Owen Hart & Davey 
Boy Smith defeated Phil Lafon & Doug Furnas ... 
Intercontinental champ Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
beat Bret Hart and Steve Austin in a tnple-threat 


match when he pinned Austin after Bret knocked 
Austin out with the Intercontinental belt ... World 
champ Shawn Michaels beat Mankind. 
(02-02-97) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


EPIPHANIE, QUEBEC—NCW at the Civic Center: 
Frank Blues beat Phil Belanger ... Esel Krap 
beat The Gentleman ... The Gentleman beat 
Chameleon to win the vacant TV title ... Mare the 
Grizzly defeated Alexander the Magnificent ... 
Dream Killer, The Gentleman, & The Chameleon 
defeated El Diablero, Ivan the Terrible, & The 
Super Headhunter by disqualification ... The 


Sweet Boys beat The Dream Warriors ... Iceman 
defeated Golem the Giant. 
(01-26-97) 

—8ertrand Hebert 
GERMANY 


ASCHAFFENBURG—WWF at Sporthalle: Leif 
Cassidy beat Alex Porteau ... Doug Furnas & 
Phil Lafon beat Bob Holly & Aldo Montoya ... 
Big Van Vader defeated Flash Funk ... Bret Hart 
beat Hunter Hearst Helmsley ... Ahmed 
Johnson defeated Owen Hart ... Intercontinental 
champ Rocky Maivia defeated Billy Gunn ... 
World champ Sid Vicious beat The Sultan ... 
Davey Boy Smith defeated Mankind. 
(02-20-97) 

—VJohn Haas 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 


JANUARY 


CALIFORNIA 
LOS ANGELES—NWA at the Olympic Auditonum: 
Black Gordman pinned Dory Dixon ... Ernie 
Ladd beat Art Dominguez ... Don Carson defeat- 
ed Peace Brother Jerome ... Killer Kowalski & 
Kenji Shibuya beat Sal Lothario & Billy Rogers 
... Ray Mendoza & Raul Mata defeated The 
Blackjack & Kubla Khan. 
(06-17-72) 

—PWI archives 


NEW YORK 
NEW YORK—WWWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Buddy Rogers defeated Cowboy Bob Ellis ... 
Danny McShane defeated Arnold Skaaland ... 
Shohei Baba defeated The Terror by disqualifica- 
tion ... Red Bastien and Billy Darnell wrestled to a 
draw ... Bobo Brazil defeated Skull Murphy ... 
Johnny Valentine and Johnny Barend fought to a 
double-disqualification. 
(06-22-62) 

—PWiarchives 


TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS—CWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: 
Diesel Dan Styles beat The Strong Machine ... 
The Nightmares beat Tracey Smothers & Pat 
Tanaka ... Dan Fargo beat Billy Travis in a loser- 
leaves-town match ... Paul Diamond wrestled Jos 
LeDuc to a no-contest ... Rip Rogers beat Dutch 
Mantel ... Buddy Landell beat Bill Dundee in a 
barbed-wire match. i 
(06-07-86) 

—Frank Miller Sr. 
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NOVEMBER 1991* 
Cover: Steiners & Gigante 
Poster: Lex Luger 


DECEMBER 1991* 
Cover: Lex Luger 
Poster: Sting 


JANUARY 1992* 

Cover: Sting 

Poster: Steve Austin & Lady 
Blossom 


FEBRUARY 1992* 

Cover: Special Holiday Issue! 
Poster: 1992 
calendar/wrestlers’ birthdays 


MARCH 1992* 

Cover: 1991 awards/year in 
review 

Poster: Dustin Rhodes 


JULY 1992* 
Cover: Sting 
Poster: Rick Rude 


AUGUST 1992* 

Cover: Big Van Vader 
Poster: Paul E. Dangerously 
dartboard 


STINGS 


SEPTEMBER 1992* 
Cover: Nikita Koloff vs. 


: Rick Rude i 
: Poster: Rick Rude/Missy Hyatt : 


: OCTOBER 1992* 

: Cover: Williams & Gordy vs. 
: Steiners 

: Poster: Barry Windham 


: NOVEMBER 1992* 
: Cover: Ron Simmons 
i Poster: Madusa 


: DECEMBER 1992* 
: Cover: Jake Roberts 
Poster: Nikita Koloff 


: JANUARY 1993* 
: Cover: Brian Pillman 
; Poster: Ron Simmons 


_ FEBRUARY 1993* 
: Cover: Starrcade '92 
: Poster: Sting 


: MARCH 1993* 

: Cover: 1992 awards/year in 
: review 

: Poster: 1993 calendar/WCW 
: history 


: APRIL 1993* 
: Cover: Rick Rude & Madusa 
: Poster: 2 Cold Scorpio 


: JULY 1993* 
: Cover: Sting 
i Poster: Big Van Vader 


: AUGUST 1993* 
: Cover: Sting & Smith vs. 
: Vicious & Vader 
: Poster: Davey Boy Smith 


"SEPTEMBER 1993* 
: Cover: Ric Flair & Fifi 
: Poster: Hollywood Blonds 


_ OCTOBER 1993* 
: Cover: War Games preview 
: Poster: Johnny B. Badd 


: NOVEMBER 1993* 

: Cover: Halloween Havoc pre- 
i view 

: Plus: Nastys, Rude, U.K. tour 


_ DECEMBER 1993* 
: Cover: Battle Bowl preview i 
: Plus: Dustin, Horsemen, Clash: 


_ JANUARY 1994 
: Interview special: Nastys, 
: Sting, Rude, Vader, Dustin 


JUST FOUND! 


BACK ISSUES OF THE 
ORIGINAL WCW MAGAZINE 


Collectors agree that the early issues of WCW MAGAZINE were some of the most superb 
wrestling magazines ever published. Until recently, these magazines had been neatly stored in 
an air-controlled warehouse. Now, once again, they are available to the public! 


: FEBRUARY 1994 
: Cover: Ric Flair 
: Plus: Steamboat, Havoc, Payne 


: MARCH 1994 

: Year-end awards: Flair, Vader, 
: Rude, Bagwell & Scorpio, 

: more! 


: APRIL 1994 

: Ric Flair special! Title win, 
: interview, career timeline, 
: more! 


: MAY 1994 

: Cover: Bobby Heenan’s WCW 
: Guide 

: Plus: Boss, Orndorff & Roma 


: JUNE 1994 

: Cover: Spring Stampede 

: Preview 

: Plus: Simmons, Arn, Nastys, 
: Badd 

: JULY 1994 

: Cover: Sting 

: Plus: Flair, Nastys, Vader-Jack 


i * ALL SLICK, ALL COLOR! 
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Sullivan did in the ring. After seeing 
that, I felt sorry for Woman, who had to 
be strapped to her at SuperBrawl VII. 
Luckily, Woman isn’t a pushover; she 
held her own against the Amazon-like 
Jacqueline. 

Personally, I'd love to see Jacqueline 
get into the ring with WCW World 
Women’s champ Akira Hokuto. I am 
sure we'd see a new champion. 

AARON NELSON 
Vancouver, WA 


A HERO’S EPITAPH 


I was saddened to hear of the passing 
of one of my first sports heroes, “Bull- 
dog” Bob Brown. Brown, along with 
men like “Bruiser” Bob Sweetan, Rufus 
R. Jones, Harley Race, and Dusty 
Rhodes ignited my love for pro wres- 
tling. These men, along with others, 
helped show me what it meant to have 
honor, and though some were rulebreak- 
ers, they all respected the sport. These 
guys were real role models, and I don’t 
think they would have ever told the fans 


(Continued from page 5) 


to “stick it” like Hulk 

Hogan did. I will miss 
Bob Brown. 

DION WOLFE 

Hays, KS 


STOP THE GAMES 


It’s definitely about 
time Goldust rediscoy- 
ered his roots (“Gol- 
dust: The Mind Games 
Are Over—He’s Ready 
To Fight Like A 
Rhodes!” May 1997). 
His strange mind 
games did give him an 
edge and did help him 
intimidate his oppo- 
nents, but the shock 
has worn off. I agree 
that it’s definitely time 
for him to rub off the 
face paint instead of 
rubbing himself in the 
center of the ring. 

Right now, Marlena 
needs him to 
prove his man- 
hood by defending her honor, 
and I think he would be taken 
more seriously if he lost the 
Goldust persona. I know 
Dustin wouldn’t drop this ruse 
for his father or for himself, 
but I think it’s time he did it for 
Marlena. 

HEIDI SUTCLIFFE 
Atlantic City, NJ 


LOSS OF RESPECT 

I am totally disgusted by the 
disrespect shown to Akira 
Hokuto and the praise heaped 
upon Madusa (“Hokuto Wins 
Women’s Title: Can The WCW 
Succeed Where The WWF 
Failed?” May 1997). Madusa is 
more into promoting herself 
than the Women’s title. She’s 


“Bulldog” Bob Brown had a lot of success in the just a world-class crybaby who 


Midwest during his career and had his share of 
fans there. Reader Dion Wolfe was sad to hear that 


he recenily died. 
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quit when things weren’t going 
her way. I think she left the 


Goldust is hearing a lot of cheers these days, but he’s still 
almost as bizarre as ever. Reader Heidi Sutcliffe wishes 
he’d just go back to being Dustin Rhodes already. 


WWE with the title in tow because she 
was scheduled to defend her belt against 
Aja Kong. She knew Kong was power- 
ful enough to beat her and take the spot- 
light away. 

I never praise WCW for anything 
because I have only a little more respect 
for that federation than I do Madusa, 
but I am willing to give WCW credit 
for trying to put together a great 
Women’s title tournament. I also think 
a great wrestler won the tournament. 
Unfortunately, the WCW World 
Women’s title will continue to be 
ignored in North America as long as 
Madusa doesn’t have the belt. 

Is women’s wrestling getting any 
respect in North America? How can it 
when one woman wants the whole divi- 
sion to revolve around her? I guess seri- 
ous women’s wrestling fans should just 
hop the next flight to Japan. 

TIM SULLIVAN 
Bergenfield, NJ J 


The hardcore action of ECW—Extreme 
Championship Wrestling—has been the 
talk of wrestling insiders for nearly two 
years! Now, a full line of ECW videotapes 
brings this incredible action into your own 
home! 


Additional ECW action filled tapes available 
at $24.95 per tape plus shipping and hand- 
ling: Big Apple Blizzard; Cyberslam; Gang- 
sta's Paradise; Hardcore Heaven 95; Holiday 
Hell 95; House Party 96; November to Re- 
member; Just Another Night; Massacre on 
Queens Boulevard; Extreme Warfare Vol. 1; 
Extreme Warfare Vol. 2; Big Ass Extreme 
Bash 96; Natural Born Killers; Hardcore 

i Heaven 96; Heatwave 96; Hostile City 96; 
The Dr. Is In 


SUPER SUMMER SIZZLER SPECTACULAR! 

Eddie Gilbert vs. Terry Funk in a Texas chain 
match! Peaches vs. Tigra catfight—uncut! 
Tommy Cairo, Jimmy Snuka, The Sandman, 
The Suicide Blondes, and much more! Excep- 
tional chaos! $24.95 


ULTRA CLASH 93! 

Terry Funk vs. Stan Hansen vs. Abdullah the 
Butcher & Kevin Sullivan! Dark Patriot vs. J.T. 
Smith scaffold match! Shane Douglas, Public 
Enemy, Sherri Martel, a wild baseball bat 
match, and more! Ultra-sensational! $24.95 


ECW'S BLOODIEST MATCHES! 

Eddie Gilbert & The Dark Patriot vs. Miguel 
Perez Jr. & Mr. Danger! Kevin Sullivan vs. 
Abdullah the Butcher—in a cage! Stan 
Hansen & Terry Funk take on Abdullah and 
Sullivan! The Headhunters, and much more! 
Pure wildness! $19.95 
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| SEND TO: 


the video(s) | have indicated below. | have enciosed 
a check or money order made payable to Global 
Distributors. For credit card orders call 800-539-8026. 


MERCHANDISE BROCHURE 


Are you prepared for EXTREME action? 


THE NIGHT THE LINE WAS CROSSED! 

Triangle match of the year; Sabu vs. Terry 

Funk vs. Shane Douglas! Also; Public Enemy 

vs. Bruise Brothers! Original Sheik, Mr. 

Hughes, Tasmaniac, Kevin Sullivan, Jimmy 

oh ae’ and many others! Amazing intensity! 
95 


WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE! 

Bobby Eaton & Sabu vs. Terry Funk & Am 
Anderson! Tommy Cairo vs. Sandman—in a 
brutal Singapore caning match! Kevin Sulli- 
van vs. Jimmy Snuka! Plus: Mr. Hughes, 911, 
Public Enemy, Bruise Brothers, more! Incred- 
ible bedlam! $24.95 


HOSTILE CITY SHOWDOWN! 

Cactus Jack vs. Sabu (with Paul E. Danger- 
ously)! Shane Douglas & Mr. Hughes vs. 
Bruise Brothers! Tasmaniac vs. Pitbull—dog 
collar bout! Singapore caning rematch! Public 
Enemy vs. The Funks! It's dueling canes 
between Tommy Cairo and Sandman! Tasman- 
iac, Mikey Whipwreck, Woman, and more! 
Blazing brawling! $24.95 


HARDCORE HEAVEN! 

Terry Funk vs. Cactus Jack! Public Enemy vs. 
Bad Breed—in baseball bat match! Sabu vs. 
2. Cold Scorpio! Jason vs. Mikey Whipwreck! 
Jimmy Snuka & Tasmaniac vs. The Pitbulls! 
Much more! As wild as it gets! $24.95 


TAG WARS 94 

The most brutal tag team bouts of 1994 are 
here with the Public Enemy, Sabu & Taz, 
Malenko Bros., The Bad Breed, The Pit Bulls 
and The Bruise Brothers. Just $24.95 


DOUBLE TABLES! 

You'll witness one of the most unique matches 
ever as Sabu and Taz with Paul E. Danger- 
ously battle the Public Enemy. There are no 
rules and the only way to win the match is to 
send each member of the opposite team 
sprawling through a table! Plus: “The Fran- 
chise” Shane Douglas defends the ECW title 
against Tully Blanchard, an old style Texas 
death match as Cactus Jack battles the Sand- 
man and blood spills as brothers Axl and lan 
Rotten go at it one on one and several more 
big matches with Chris Benoit, Al Snow, 
more...Just $24.95 


THE RETURN OF THE FUNKERI 

See Terry Funk make his shocking return to 
the ECW. Plus: Douglas defends the title 
against Marty Jannetty, Chris Benoit and 
Dean Malenko do battle with Sabu and Taz, a 
barbed wire baseball bat pitting Axl against 
lan Rotten and much, much more...All the 
action can be yours for $24.95 


THE THREE WAY DANCE! 

The three way dance, perhaps the most antic- 
ipated match in ECW history can now be 
brought into your home. You'll see the teams 
of the Public Enemy, Chris Benoit, & Dean 
Malenko and Taz and Rick Steiner all fight in 
out at once for the Tag Team Titles! Plus: 
Woman weaves another scheme as Shane 
Douglas defends the World Title vs. The Sand- 
man, high flying action as Eddie Guerrero 
debuts against Too Cold Scorpio, blood flows 
between brothers lan and Ax! Rotten in a hair 
match, Raven vs. Tommy Dreamer brawl and 
more. Only $24.95 


and sheer intensity that only you can offer! Send me 
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ADDRESS: Apt. # 
CITY: STATE: ZIP 
QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL 


SUBTOTAL: 


$3 PER TAPE SHIPPING & HANDLING: 


| Global Distributors, Inc. 
3120 A Ridge Pike 
| Eagleville, PA 19403 
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Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. International money orders in U.S. funds only. All videos are VHS and NTSC 
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Maivia made his WWF debut at last year’s Survivor Series and pinned both Goldust 
and Crush. On that same pay-per-view, Jimmy Snuka, one of the greatest influences 
on his career, made a surprise return to WWF action. 


pered as if he were in a crucial scene 
from The Godfather. “Maivia leaps 
off that top turnbuckle like he’s 
being shot out of a cannon. Plus, he 
weighs about 30 pounds more than 
the ‘Superfly.’ That lets him land 
with even more force.” 

As it turned out, Sincere was cor- 
rect. Rocky Johnson wasn’t the only 
ring legend beaming with pride after 
Maivia’s Intercontinental title victo- 


56 4 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


ry. And this person wasn’t even a 
relative. 

“Bruddah, I really like Maivia’s 
style,” said Jimmy Snuka, who, 
strangely enough, made a surprise 
appearance at the 1996 Survivor 
Series, the same event at which 
Maivia made his WWE debut. “I 
keep tabs on all the newcomers, but 
Rocky is a very special person to 
me. I was a contemporary of both his 


father and grandfather, and I knew 
them well—in and out of the ring. 
He’s stronger and just as clever as 
any of us. 

“It’s like Rocky went to some- 
thing like a wrestling smorgasbord, 
you know what I mean? He took his 
tray and said, ‘I want some of 
Grandpop’s karate kicks and chops, 
then I want some of Dad’s quick 
punches. Oh, while I’m here, I’ll 
take Jimmy Snuka’s “Superfly” 
dive.’ Man, that’s some kind of 
package. The ‘High Chief’ would be 
very proud.” 

There are plenty of proud people 
who are sharing Maivia’s champi- 
onship glory. Rocky, better than any- 
one else, can hear their clapping and 
cheering behind him. 

“That’s part of my drive,” said the 
Intercontinental champion. “When 
all those fans get behind me, I think 
about the men who made me what I 
am today. I can come back from any- 
thing. I saw Jimmy at the Hall of 
Fame banquet before the Survivor 
Series. I didn’t get a chance to prop- 
erly thank him for being such an 
influence on me. Whenever I flash 
that peace sign from the top rope, 
though, I’m sending it straight to 
him. 

“But I don’t use those moves just 
because I want to pay homage to all 
the guys I respect. I use them 
because they work.” 

Unlike too many of today’s young 
athletes, Maivia doesn’t walk around 
thinking he’s unbeatable, that he’s 
smarter than others who have been 
around for 10, 15 years. He’s down- 
to-earth. He knows where he’s going 
because he knows his roots. By tak- 
ing three original styles and combin- 
ing them into his own, he wrestles 
like a veteran at a very young age. 

Today’s WWF fans are living 
during exciting times. On a nightly 
basis, they can watch the greatest 
stars of yesterday and today. Just by 
watching Rocky Maivia. O 
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Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling % | 


Revue is acknowledged as one of the finest series & 
of wrestling magazines ever produced. These 
beautiful editions, all edited and published by 
Stanley Weston (founder of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 
among so many other titles) set a standard for all wrestling magazines that 
followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy 
Bob Ellis, The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs. 
Dr. X, and full-color action of the Bastiens vs. Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, 
Pepper Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki 
Starr, plus a full-color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis, $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, 
Angelo Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, 
Larry Chene, plus a full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, 
Yulie Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan ys, Pat O’Connor, closeup on 
midgets, plus a full-color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, 
Yukon Eric, Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson vs. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard, The Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien, $25 
December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Ernie 
Ladd, Judy Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O’Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ 
Hillbillies, plus a full-color centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs.. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad 
Dog Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 
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BOXING 


NEWS 
In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Illustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, resulting 


in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, 
Joey Maxim, Denny Moyer, Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy 
Humphrey, “Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustav Scholz, Mauro 
Vazquez, Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard 
Boiled Haggerty, Omaya Kato, $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, 
Joe Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique 
Torres. $25 

October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs. 
Sonny Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, 
“Sailor” Art Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher ys. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty 
Daltons, results, $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay, 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino ys. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser vs. Bob 
Ellis, results. $30 
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(Continued from page 34) 


No one wants to be on the receiving end of this Saturn flip. All the teams on The 
Eliminators’ list had better take these threats seriously. 


ranked higher than us? Hart is too busy 
worrying about a stupid award and 
Smith is trying to be a hero. We’re uni- 
fied and loyal to each other. That, com- 
bined with our toughness and raw skill, 
would make us unbeatable against 
them.” 

Rick and Scott Steiner: “Sure, 
they’ve held a few titles in the past, but 
what have they done lately?” said 
Kronus. “I respect these guys a lot, but 
they’re too worried about fighting 
WCW’s battles than their own. And 
when they were in ECW, they feared us. 
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But that’s not the least of their worries 
right now. I hear that lately they’re hav- 
ing a little car trouble.” 

Scott Hall and Kevin Nash: “Pol- 
itics are the only thing that keep these 
guys champions,” said Saturn. “If it 
weren't for Bischoff protecting their 
butts, they wouldn’t have those belts. If 
they think they are taking over, they 
need to get in the ring with us. Nash’s 
knees would be like putty when we get 
through with them. And Hall’s identity 
crisis would be cleared up. He would 
just be called ‘loser.’” 


Toshiaki Kawada and Akira 
Taue: “They may be champs in Japan, 
but what have they done on American 
soil? They rely on speed and agility,” 
said Kronus. “That would be no match 
for our power. Let them come over here 
and wrestle in the States and prove 
themselves against us. I doubt they 
could.” 

Doug Furnas and Phil Lafon: 
“Another team that ran scared out of 
ECW,” said Kronus. “They couldn’t 
take our titles away. Some great tag 
team they turned out to be. They can’t 
even beat a team like Owen and Davey 
Boy. Scientific wrestling skills don’t 
mean squat when you have a broken 
arm or a broken leg. We'll take “Total 
Elimination’ against any one of their 
fancy amateur moves any day.” 

* ** 

Take their views for what they are 
worth, but The Eliminators do make 
some valid points. All the teams listed 
have either not faced or not defeated 
them. On the other hand, Kronus and 
Saturn, while extremely talented, have 
never wrestled in the WWF or WCW. 
They have had success only in Japan 
and ECW. 

“That’s crap and you know it!” 
responded Saturn. “Toughness is tough- 
ness, and devastation is devastation. We 
don’t need to live out of a suitcase to 
prove that we’re the best. We get in the 
ring and prove it.” 

The Eliminators could look at their 
ranking positively and boast that they’re 
the only tag team that wrestles on an 
independent level in the top six. And, 
despite their limited public exposure, 
they did finish first runner-up to 1996’s 
Tag Team of the Year, the Steiners, and 
that by only one vote. 

But alas, they choose to grouse. And 
they’ve translated these complaints into 
threats. “Not mere threats,” said Kro- 
nus. “If these teams are too cowardly to 
accept our challenge, we’ll come look- 
ing for them.” 

Stay tuned. The Eliminators are 
demanding that you do. O 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 


July 1986/Stories include: King Kong Bundy, 
Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 


December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Bockwinkel, Gilbert, Nikita. 


January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Bome & Sawyer. 


May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 


February 1990/Stories include: Sting-Luger, 
Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 


April 1990/Stories include; Hogan, Luger, 
Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 


June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Rockers, 
Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 


July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard, 


September 1990/Stories include: Ultimate, 
Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 


October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 


November 1990/Stories include: Luger & 
Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 


May 1991/Stories include: Hogan-Slaughter, 
Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 


June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Nastys, 
Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 


July 1991/Stories include: Flair-Fujinami, 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 


August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 
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September 1991/Stories include: Steiners 
vs, Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 


November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 


January 1992/Stories include: LOD, Badd, 
Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 

February 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 


May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Anderson & 
Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 


June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 


August 1992/Stories include; Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting. 


October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog & 
Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 


November 1992/Stories include: Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 


April 1993/Stories include: What's in/out, 
Ramon, Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka. 


June 1993/Stories include: Sting-Vader, 
Doink & Christopher, Steiners, Lawler. 


July 1993/Stories include: Smith-Vader, 
Ramon, Rhodes, Tatanka, Bravo murder. 


November 1993/Stories include: Rude-Flair, 
Hogan, Luger, Jannetty, Bodies. 


December 1993/Stories include: Luger, Sting 
& Flair, Fyich, Luna, Austin. 


January 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Rude- 
Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Comette. 
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February 1994/Stories include: Vicious & 
Am, Yokozuna, Vader-Cactus, steroids. 


April 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Savage- 
Crush, Flair, Blayze, Adams, Boss. 


May 1994/Stories include: Royal Rumble, 
Hulk minus bulk, Boss, Douglas-Sheri. 


July 1994/Stories include: Flair-Hogan, 
DiBiase, Crockett, Douglas, WWF. 


August 1994/Stories include: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Hart & Yokozuna, Badd. 


October 1994/Stories include: Undertaker, 
Cactus, Scorpio-Sabu, Funk, Sheik. 


November 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Owen, Bret, Badd, Lawler. 


December 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Vicious, Austin, Bomb. 


January 1995/Stories include: Holiday gifts, 
DiBiase, Badd, Backlund, PG-13, 


February 1995/Stories include: Hogan, 
Steiners, Undertaker, Sabu, Honky Tonk. 


April 1995/Stories include: Harlem Heat, 
Lawler-Comette, Beefcake, What If...? 


May 1995/Stories include: Sting-Savage, 
Jarrett, Flair, Douglas-Blanchard. 


July 1995/Stories include: Hogan, Jannetty, 
Pillman, LT, Dundee. 

August 1995/Stories include: Diesel, LT, 
Hogan, powerful people, Gargoyle. 


October 1995/Stories include: Backlund, 
Steiners, Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas. 


November 1995/Stories include: Flair- 
Savage, Mabel, Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade. 


Winter 1995/Stories include: Sting-Hogan, 
Steiners, Yankem, Bodies, Am. 


January 1996/Stories include; Hogan, 
Douglas, anniversary review of 30 years. 


February 1996/Stories include: Hart, Luger, 
WCW, Cactus, Horowitz. 
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underestimate your opponents? 

ANIMAL: It doesn’t matter how 
long that we’re apart. Hawk and | are 
brothers. Blood brothers from the 
streets of Chicago. We are cut out of 
the same tough cloth. We just pick up 
where we left off. 

HAWK: The Headbangers showed 
us that they are tough and devious. 
They reminded me of ... me. | kinda 
liked it. They got by the first time. 
The second time won’t be the same. 
Animal and me will show them that 
no one gets by the LOD. 

ANDERSON: Do you foresee any 
of the problems that you had in 
wcw? 

ANIMAL: So far, we've got a fair 
shake. The WWF knows our track 
record, and it won’t be long until 
we’re staring down the tag team 
champs. If they won’t give us our 
due, we'll just have to take it. 

HAWK: Yeah, we’ll take it. We 
won more titles and more awards 
than any other team in the history of 
wrestling. Being back in the WWF is 
like being reborn. The LOD is back 
and badder than ever. 

LENKER: You also made your pres- 
ence known with the Nation of 
Domination when they attacked The 
Undertaker. 

ANIMAL: We're all up for a good 
fight. But it better be a fair one. That 
Nation was ganging up on The 
Undertaker, so we decided to even 
up the odds. If they want more, those 
cowards know where to find us. We 
ain’t going nowhere. 

HAWK: Besides, they’re LOD 
wannabes. NOD. They’re just one 
letter off. They think they’re a tough 
group. They ain’t nothin’. And we'll 
back up what we say with our fists. 

APTER: Speaking of alliances, 
what about a manager? Any chance 
of you two and Paul Ellering reunit- 
ing? 

ANIMAL: Paul is doing his thing, 
and we’re doing ours. Now I think 
we can take care of ourselves. 


60 4 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


press conference 


(Pee eee eee eee eee eee ee fete nee e eee 


(Continued from page 23) 


Animal and Hawk trap The Barbarian in a corner during a January 1996 match. The 
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Road Warriors were in WCW for only a few months last year, but they got sick of the 


politics there. 
HAWK; | miss Paul. | really do. 


, But that was the past, and we gotta 


look toward the future. A manager 
won't get us to the top. Only we will. 

ANDERSON: You came back on a 
night when ECW was getting all the 
attention. What do you think of them? 

ANIMAL: The style that they call 
extreme is something that we started 
back in the early-’80s. When Hawk 
and I came along, everyone freaked 
out. They wanted us banned from 
wrestling. They said we were too vio- 
lent. They were right. 

HAWK: Remember that | spent 
some time in ECW. Wrestling is a 


tough game. It ain’t tiddlywinks, 
Guys get hurt and bloody night after 
night. ECW offers that to their hard- 
core fans. Can they muscle their way 
into the WWF? That remains to be 
seen. 

LENKER: Would you like to wres- 
tle The Eliminators? 

ANIMAL; Like we said, we'll take 
any opportunity to wear tag team 
gold. The Eliminators are tough, but 
we're a helluva lot tougher. They’re 
strong, but we're stronger. Any tag 
team that you stack against The Road 
Warriors will always come up short. 

HAWK: I'd take that challenge. 
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Hawk battles Mr. Hughes during a 1994 ECW match. He and Animal claim to have 
originated the style on which ECW built its success. They wouldn’t mind beating up 
some of that federation’s best. 


The Eliminators against the origina- 
tors. We started a violent style in 
wrestling that made others turn away 
in disgust. We built the kind of foun- 
dation that ECW stands on today. 

APTER: It’s been a year of transi- 
tion for you. Are you hoping for more 
stability this year? 

ANIMAL: You never want to play 
it safe. If we played it safe, we 


“You looked good out there, Mike. Not anymore of course. 
But you did. You looked real good out there.” 


wouldn’t be where we are today. 
Leaving WCW was a risky move for 
us after all the press we got on our 
return. But you gotta take chances. 
Just look at our track record. 

HAWK: Do you really think some- 
one as unstable as us wants stability? 
We want chaos and unpredictability. 
And that’s what we’ll promise our 
opponents. ie 
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HOMETOWN: Denver, CO 
HEIGHT: 6°5” 

WEIGHT: 410 

YEARS PRO: |1 
RATING: No. 14 (1996 “PW/ 500° 
STRENGTHS: ; 
*Weight loss. Speed, agility, and méf 
outlook are all better because of it. 
*Massive upper body. It’s virtually im 
sible to use certain holds on him. 
*Master strategist. Always comes up wif 
a specific plan and tries to stick to it. 
WEAKNESSES: 

*Power failure. Reluctant to use powe 


it. 

*Can’t bear Bearer? Starting to realize he 
and his manager don’t think alike. 

*Living in past. Hasn't adjusted his style 
much over the years and doesn’t think he 
needs to, 

OTHER COMMENTS: Took on Paul 
Bearer as his manager at this year’s 
Royal Rumble, at which he beat The 
Undertaker ... Made his WWF debut at 
the 1996 Rumble under the tutelage of 
Jim Cornette ... Turned in one of the 
most gutsy performances of his career at 
In Your House in February: He wrestled 
most of the four-man elimination match 
with a huge gash over his eye ... Former 
WCW World and U.S. champ. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1997: Vader ought to 
get a tape of that In Your House match 
and watch it often. That was the old 
Vader, He was tenacious, nasty, and as 
violent as he had to be. If Paul Bearer can 
see to it that that Vader shows up to 
wrestle every night, there’s no reason 
Vader can’t win the WWF World title 
before 1997 ends. He has the requisite 


experience and talent, but to be 
successful, he needs to have that 
attitude, 


BIG VAN VADER 
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bomb because a few have gotten up from § 


“JEFF JARRETT 


HOMETOWN: Hendersonville, 
TN 
HEIGHT: 5’10” 


WEIGHT: 230 

YEARS PRO: 10 

RATING: No. 26 (1996 “PW 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 

*Heritage. It’s important to him to uphold 
the Jarrett family tradition. 

Aerial defense. Flew high early in his 
career, so he knows how to combat that 
type of attack. 

*Refocused. Now realizes his country 
music act was a hindrance to his wrestling 
career, 

WEAKNESSES: 

*Needs attention, Always wants to be in 
spotlight. Some say he’s obsessed with it. 
*Horsemen. Doesn’t know if he can trust 
them, so how can he feel secure? 

*Too anxious. Often tries to use figure-four 
and other finishers too early in matches. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Surprised every- 
one by not joining the NWO upon arriving 
in WCW in October ... He was, after all, 
an ex-WWE star ... “Returned to the 


mUSWA this summer and won the heavy- 


title again, but not the approval of 
ans who used to admire him so ... 
€e-time former WWF Intercontinental 
imp ... The former “Double-J” had a 
feud with Scott “Razor Ramon” Hall 
that belt ... Started his career in the 
ISWA asa referee. 

JUTLOOK FOR 1997: Jarrett finally 
as granted membership in The Four 
/Horsemen after he pinned Steve Mc- 
) Michael at SuperBrawl VII. Now he 


‘ | should be able to set new goals for him- 


self, We expect him to take a run at the 
TV or USS, title by the end of the summer. 
He’s wily enough on his own. If he is 
totally accepted by the other Horsemen, 
he'll be tough to beat in big WCW match- 
es. Our prediction: He will have won some 
WCW gold before we reach 1998. 


HOMETOWN: Calgary, Alberta 
HEIGHT: 5’11” 
WEIGHT: 234 
YEARS PRO: 20 
RATING: No. 16 (1996 “Pwr 
STRENGTHS: 
*Aggressive attitude. Will now do 
er it takes to get what he wants, 
people don’t like it. 
*Consistency. Has very, very f 
nights in the ring. 

*Outside interests. Doesn't obses§ 
wrestling 24 hours a day, and that 
him mentally. 

WEAKNESSES: 

*Reputation. Recent key losses sho 
that he is vulnerable. 

*Predictability. It’s getting easier to ee 
pate his moves. 
eLong-term contract. May be less motivat- 
ed now that he knows he’ll be paid by the | 
WWF for the next 20 years. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Became the sec- 
ond four-time WWF World champ in history 
when he won a four-way elimination match 
for the belt at February’s TYH ... Lost the 
belt one night later to “Psycho” Sid ... Took 
eight months off (he did wrestle a few match- 
es) after losing the WWF title to Shawn Mi- 
chaels at WrestleMania XII ... Admitted he 
thought about accepting WCW’s offer this 
fall ... Considered by many to be the best 
technical wrestler in WWF history. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1997: It’s safe to say he 
will remain with the WWF throughout 
1997, but other than that, it’s hard to predict 
what will happen to the “Hitman.” Don’t be 
too surprised, however, if he turns rule- 
breaker. He was part of the rulebreaking 
Hart Foundation in the 1980s, and you can 
see him getting more and more frustrated 


with every match. He’s trying to 
play by the rules, but he’s not get- 
ting rewarded for it. 


_BRET HART 


| STEVE McMIGHAEL 


WEIGHT: 268 
YEARS PRO: | 
RATING: No. 300 (1996 “PW/ 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 
«Work ethic. Made smooth transition from 
football to wrestling because he under- 
stood what effort it would require. 
eLeg drive. Needed it to succeed as a 
defensive lineman and uSes the same 
power in the ring. 
eEnjoyment. It’s easier to do something 
well when you genuinely have fun doing 
it. 
WEAKNESSES: 
*Debra. Would be wise to keep his career 
and his personal life separate. 
Target. Many other wrestlers want to see 
“invaders” from other sports fail. 
*Metal briefcase. It's becoming a crutch 
... and it can be used against him, too. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Former All-Pro 
with the NFL’s Chicago Bears (he was on 
the team that won the Super Bowl a 
decade ago) ... First joined WCW as a 
_ broadcaster on Monday Nitro, but he 
n't too good at that ... Turned against 
@am partner Kevin Greene (of the 
s Carolina Panthers) at last year’s 
American Bash and joined The Four 
semen ... Lost to Jeff Jarrett at Super- 
‘awl VII ... 
phis corner. 
LOOK FOR 1997: Put it this way: 
s outlook for 1997 seems a lot brightet 


| have finally healed. 


Always has his wife, Debra, i 


HOMETOWN: Bombay, India 
HEIGHT: 6’ 

WEIGHT: 220 

YEARS PRO: 6 

RATING: No. 9 (1996 “PW 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 

*He feels good! Most of his serious injuries 


*More, more, more. Always working on 
ew moves and holds. 
Open-minded. Will team with and wrestle 


because of it. 
En NESSES: 


ime for Feconeae He wrestles so 
that he rarely gets to prepare for spe- 
Pa@pponents. 
lusy factor. Known as the top inde- 
pendent star in the U.S., so he’s the target 
of many dangerous athletes. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Trained for a 
career in wrestling by The Sheik, the man 
he considers the greatest influence on his 
wrestling career ... One of his first big 
matches was against Sheik ... Now feud- 
ing with Taz in ECW ... Also teaming with 
Rob Van Dam in both ECW and All-Japan 
. His stay in WCW last year was short 
but interesting ... He pinned Alex Wright 
in his first WCW match, then smashed him 
through a press table ... Returned to ECW 
a few months later. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1997: A move to the 
WWFE is a possibility. We think he'd fit in 
well there. Same ECW fans have turned 
against Sabu and are supporting Taz in that 
feud, Sabu doesn’t appreciate it; he feels he 
has given those fans everything he’s had 
the last few years. He doesn’t seem that 
interested in titles, so he could just 


Wits : ow than it did six months ago. For so i 


yy reason, McMichael hardly wrestled at ai 
: iW for a few months, and the few times he, 
| i get into the ring, he did so in tag té 
i matches. But McMichael has looked 
recently against Jarrett, Alex Wright 
Bobby Eaton. We don’t expect him to win 
any titles in “97, but if he keeps improy- 
ing, he should be able to rise above the 
mid-card level. 
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TOP 10 
] Sib Vicious 
318, West Memphis, AR 
(7) WWF World champion 
2 EDDY GUERRERO 
221, El Paso, TX 
(10) U.S. he eight champion 
3 DAVEY BOY SMITH 
245, leeds, England 
___{-) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 
4 THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 
___[-) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 
5 DEAN MALENKO 
216, Tampa, Fl 
___{6) No. 1 contender: WCW cruiserwelght title 
6 BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
(3) Ne. 2 contender: WWF World title 
7 LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 
(2) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 
8 AHMED JOHNSON 
305, Pearl River, MS 
(-) No. 6 contender: WWF World title 


8 RAVEN 
235, Short Hills, NJ 
(9) ECW heavyweight champion 


10 SYXX 
212, Minneapolis, MN ; 
(-) WCW eruiserweight champion Syxx 


wcw WWE 


World Champion: World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN SID VICIOUS 


(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 318, West Memphis, AR 
1—EDDY GUERRERO 1—ROCKY MAIVIA 
(1) 221, El Paso, TX (10) 272, Pearl City, HI 
2—SYXK 2—BRET HART 


{-) 212, Minneapolis, MN 
3—LEX LUGER 

(3) 265, Chicago, IL 
4—THE GIANT 

(2) 430, parts unknown 


(2) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
3—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(-) 245, leeds, England 


4—THE UNDERTAKER 
(6) 328, parts unknown 


5—DEAN MALENKO 5—FAAROOG 
(5) 216, Tampa, FL (8) 260, Perry, GA 
6—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 6—AHMED JOHNSON 


(8) 260, Tampa, FL 
7—RODDY PIPER 

[-) 247, Glasgow, Scotland 
8—PRINCE IAUKEA 

{-) 219, Honolulu, HI 


(5) 255, Pearl River, MS 
7—THE SULTAN 

(-) 283, Tehran, Iran 
8—BIG VAN VADER 

(7) 450, Denver, CO 


9—JEFF JARRETT 9—GOLDUST 
(6) 230, Nashville, TN (9) 254, Austin, TX 
10—REY MISTERIO JR. 


{-) 140, San Diego, CA (1) 279, Greenwich, CT 
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3) WWF World 
2 THE GIANT & LEX LUGER 
Combined weight: 695 pounds 
(6) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
DOUG FURNAS & PHIL LAFON 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 
(4) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
& SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
Combined weight: 646 pounds 
(2) WCW World tag team champions 
THE ELIMINATORS 
Combined weight: 459 pounds 
(5) ECW tag team champions 
RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 
___{1) Ne. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
7 THE BARBARIAN & MENG 
Combined weight: 589 pounds 
___|110) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tug title 
8 PUBLIC ENEMY 
Combined weight: 583 pounds 
(-) No. 4 contenders: WCW World tag title 
HARLEM HEAT 
Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(8) No. 5 contenders: WCW World tag title 
| PG-13 
Combined weight: 471 pounds 


TAG TEAMS 


] OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
Combined weight: 472 pounds 


team champions 


(9) USWA tag team champions 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 


JERRY LAWLER 


(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—ELIJAH 
[-) 273, parts unknown 
2—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
{1) 230, Memphis, TN 
3—REGGIE B. FINE 
{-) 215, Memphis, TN 
4—STEVEN DUNN 
(7) 240, Tampa, Fl 
5—BiLL DUNDEE 


(3) 219, Melbourne, Australia 


6—WOLFIE D 

(2) 250, parts unknown 
7—MIKE SAMPLES 

{-) 252, Indianapolis, IN 
8—BILLY TRAVIS 

{-] 218, Houston, TX 
9—J.C. ICE 

(9) 221, Memphis, TN 


10—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 10—THE INTERROGATOR 


{-) 251, parts unknown 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
RAVEN 


(C) 235, Short Hills, NJ 


1—SHANE DOUGLAS 
(1) 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
2—SABU 
-(7) 220, Bombay 
3=—THE SANDMAN 
(2) 244, Philadelphia, PA 


TAZ 

(-) 248, Red Hook, NY 
5—TOMMY DREAMER 

(4) 245, Yonkers, NY 
6—LOUIE SPICOLLI 

(-) 248, los Angeles, CA 
7—CHRIS CANDIDO 

(8) 226, Carteret, NJ 
8—STEVIE RICHARDS 

(-) 227, Philadelphia, PA 
9—BRIAN LEE 

(10) 251, Los Angeles, CA 


10—PIT BULL Il 


(3) 271, Philadelphia, PA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based an won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each cate- 
gory; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position 


in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue. while (C) indicates the 
wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


| RODDY PIPER 
247, Glasgow, Scotland 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


2 AHMED JOHNSON 
255, Pearl River, MS 


Last issue; No. 4 Most Popular 


3 THE GIANT 
430, parts unknown 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


g THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


5 LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


6 BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 
7 DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 


260, Tampa, Fl. 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


Bg REY MISTERIO JR. 
140, San Diego, CA 
Last issue: unrated 

9g THE SANDMAN 
244, Philadelphia, PA 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular 


10 EDDY GUERRERO 
221, El Paso, TX 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


NEW JAPAN 


IWGP Champion: 
SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(C) 287, Gisu, Japan 
1—JUSHIN LIGER 
(1) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
2—KEIJI MUTO 
{-) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
3—MASA CHONO 
(8) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
4—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(9) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
5—RIKI CHOSHU 
(5) 246, Yamaguchi, Japan 
6—ULTIMO DRAGON 
(2) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 
7—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(10) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
8—SCOTT NORTON 
(-) 360, Minneapolis, MN 
9—MARCUS BAGWELL 
{-) 240, Marietta, GA 
10—SHINJIRO OTANI 
(4) 215, Yokohama, Japan 


MOST HATED 


] RANDY SAVAGE 

237, Sarasota, FL 

Last issue: unrated 
2 HULK HOGAN 

275, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 1 Mos? Hated 
3 STEVE AUSTIN 

241, Dallas, TX 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
4 KEVIN NASH 

356, Detroit, MI 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 
5 SCOTT HALL 

290, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


& KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
7 SAVIO VEGA 
260, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


8 SYXX 


212, Minneapolis, MN 

Last issue: unrated 
9 RAVEN 

235, Short Hills, NJ 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


FAAROOQ 
10 260, Perry, GA 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


ALL-JAPAN 


Triple Crown Champion: 


MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 228, Sailama, Japan 
1—YOSHINARI OGAWA 
(2) 202, Fichigi, Japan 
2—KENTA KOBASHI 
(1) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
3—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(5) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
4—AKIRA TAUE 
(4) 265, Tokyo, Japan 
5—STAN HANSEN 
(7) 322, Borger, TX 
6—JUN AKIYAMA 
(3) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
7—TAKAO OMORI 
(6) 221, Tokyo, Japan 
8—JOHNNY ACE 
(8) 250, San Bernadino, CA 
9—STEVE WILLIAMS 
(-} 265, Norman, OK 
10—SABU 
(9) 220, Bombay 


For period ended March 14, 1997 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value; 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the post 10 


issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100. 


points, Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these cumu- 
lative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
1—SHAWN MICHAELS dastusdescdvcecbecuvevedigvedsieecti al points 
2—THE GIANT nasunepensencustovonabosesecdesdabendesopeseo ne points 
anpesansdendbesac el points - 
donchnncasesecencte points 
5—STEVE AUSTIN seeeesecccoeseesseescarencesessesesesseo2® BOIS 


TAG TEAMS 
T—SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH ..ssssssssssssssesene7 1 points 
2—HARLEM HEAT Gnsbonsecdodedencsecounsocdaplaceseasceanal points 
3—OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH.....0.......65 points 
A—RICK & SCOTT STEINER..0s..es:s00seseesseeenereennS points 
S—HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN....ss.c.s0r000s00.45 points 


CANADIAN WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Robby Royce; 1—Bobby Jay; 
2—J.1. Atlas; 3—Chad Ripley; 4—E.Z. Ryder; 5—Vance Nevada; 6—Brian Jewel; 7— 
Spice Richards; 8—Wildman Firpo; 9—Bugsy Sluggliano; 10—Jaysus Gothik. 

CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Kevin Sullivan; 1—Tony Rumble; 2— 
Knuckles Nelson; 3—Doink the Clown; 4—King Kong Bundy; 5—Vic Steamboat; 6—Tony 
Atlas; 7—Salvatore Sincere; 8—Steve Corino; 9—Pink Assassin; 10—Devon Storm. 
MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Stevie Richards; 1—Raven; 
2—Jimmy Cicero; 3—Ax! Rotten; 4—Adam Flash; 5—Corporal Punishment; 6—Mark 
Schrader; 7—Jason Knight; 8—Devon Storm; 9—Chris Candido; 10—Steve Corino. 
NATIONAL WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Ben Jordan; 1—Scorpion; 2— 
Gary Valiant; 3—Steve Neely; 4—Steve Morton; 5—Tracey Smothers; 6—Shane Morton; 
7—Damien; 8—Lucifer; 9—Larry Valentine; 10—Blaze. 

NORTH AMERICAN ALL-STAR WRESTLING: Champion—Colorado Kid; 1—4Justin St. 
John; 2—Rick Morton; 3—Tracey Smothers; 4—Scufflin’ Hillbilly; S—Cody Montana; 6— 
Motley Cruz; 7—Scotty McKeever; 8 —Storm Trooper; 9—Tim Prichard; 10—Billy the Kid. 
PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING; Champion—Julio Sanchez; I— 
Lance Diamond; 2—Cheetah Master; 3—Glen Oshourne; 4—Mark Mest; 5—Pat 
Shamrock; 6—Moxx Crimson; 7—Diablos Macabre; 8—Boogie Woogie Brown; 9—D.Z. 
Gillespie; 10—Troy Mest. 

PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—ttolian Stollion; 1—George South; 2— 
Madd Maxxine; 3—Flaming Youth; 4—Terry Austin; 5—Cruel Connection Il; 6—Wasted 
Youth; 7—Masked Maniac; 8—Tyrone Knox; 9—Dr. Feelgood; 10—Bulldog. 

WORLD WIDE WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—King Kong Bundy; 1—Harley 
Lewis; 2—Jack Hammer; 3—Blue Thunder; 4—Glen Osbourne; 5—Johnny Rock; 6—Kool 
Kid Ice; 7—Mike Sharpe; 8—Cujo; 9—Bodacious Pretty Boy; 10—Francois. 
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Heartbreak for “The Heartbreak Kid” ... Last month in 
this column, we were praising Shawn Michaels for his out- 
standing performance at the Royal Rumble, where he cap- 
tured his second WWF World 
heavyweight title by pinning 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious. We told 
you that he richly deserved his 
place atop our overall Top 10. 

Now he’s once again off that 
Top 10 list, but not because of a 
poor win-loss record. It’s because 
as of press time, his status was still 
uncertain because of that knee 
injury. It looks, however, like reconstructive knee surgery 
will not be necessary. And it looks like Shawn could be 
back in the ring fairly soon, Obviously, we can't keep him 
in the ratings while he’s on the sidelines with an injury, but 
you can be sure that he’ll climb toward the top very fast if 
and when he does return. 

He says he won’t come back at all unless he can wrestle 
like the Shawn Michaels of old, the Shawn Michaels so 
many people love to watch compete. 

Sid takes Michaels’ number-one spot in the Top 10 this 
month, but don’t be surprised if his stay there isn’t all that 
long. It’s been tough to get a good read on the WWF World 
title picture lately. Simply put, it’s very crowded at the top. 

As of press time, Sid was the top guy, but Bret Hart 
was also right there, as was The Undertaker. And don’t 
forget Steve Austin, who’s a threat to everyone in the 
WWE. And what about Big Van Vader, who really looked 
like the old, mean, nasty, cruel, bloodthirsty Vader at In 
Your House in February. He wrestled most of that four-man 
elimination match with a huge gash over his left eye and 
blood running down his face. It looked like his eye was 
almost completely shut! 

So who’s the number-one contender? That’s hard to say. 
For now, we'll give that “honor” to Bret because it was 
“The Hitman” who lost the belt to Sid one night after the 
February I'YH, and he might still be World champion today 
if Austin hadn’t hit him with a chair while he had Sid 
caught in a “sharpshooter.” 

The WWE is very well-represented in this month’s over- 
all Top 10. 


Sid Vicious 


A Regal question ... Some readers have argued that our 
family of magazines doesn’t show enough respect to the 
WCW TV title. They’ll say it is every bit as important as the 
cruiserweight title and wonder why 
we don’t put the WCW TV champion 
in our overall Top 10 regularly. 

Fair question ... simple answer. 

Like everyone else, the WCW } 
TV champion must earn his spot 
among the elite 10. Hulk Hogan 
rarely makes it, and he’s been the 
WCW World champion since 
August. Lord Steven Regal was 
often excluded from the Top 10 this fall and winter because 
although he was TV champion, he wasn’t always defending 
his title enough to earn a spot. He spent some time compet- 
ing in England in the fall, and when he came back, he 
wasn’t even featured on the WCW pay-per-views. 

Other times, he’d keep his title by getting himself dis- 
qualified or get saved when the 10- or 15-minute time-limit 
expired. And when Regal lost the TV title to Prince Iaukea 
(Prince Iaukea?), well, that definitely took him out of con- 
tention. Regal might have the TV title back in his posses- 
sion by the time you read this, but it could take him quite a 
while to prove to us that he belongs in the Top 10 again. 

We'll certainly concede that there’s a good chance Regal 
never would have lost to Iaukea had Rey Misterio Jr. not 
come out to distract him, but a man of His Lordship’s tal- 
ent, intelligence, and international experience should know 
better than to turn his back on any opponent, even one as 
inexperienced as Iaukea. 

And though we’d love to do it, we can’t give Iaukea a 
place in the Top 10, either. It’s not fair to all those other 
wrestlers out there who have proven themselves on a more 
consistent and long-term basis. Heck, we were even a bit 
hesitant to place new WWF Intercontinental champ Rocky 
Maivia in the Top 10, but we did ultimately do that. One 
youngster is enough! 

Until next month ... If you have any questions or com- 
ments pertaining to anything you see on this page or on our 
ratings pages, as always, we want to hear from you. Write 
to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, 
Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. oO 


Lord Steven Regal 
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EERE BACK ISSUES OF as 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t 
miss out on the excellence that has made PWI the leader in 
wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR 
poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with 
the September 1990 issue, PWI is packed with color in every issue! 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 


February 1988/CENTERFOLD: 
Ronnie Garvin. Savage & Elizabeth, 
Garvin, Von Erichs, Freebirds. 


April 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick 
Steiner. Randy Savage, Ted Tumer, 
Richter, Paul E., Powers of Pain. 


December 1990/CENTERFOLD: 
Sting. New WWF Blood, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry, Doom, Gilbert, 
Slaughter. 


January 1991/CENTERFOLD: Kerry 
Von Erich. WWF vs. NWA, Hogan, 
Hansen, Sting, Sherri & Warrior. 


February 1991/CENTERFOLD: 1991 
calendar. WrestleMania, Vicious, 
DiBiase-Rhodes, Steiner, Power & 
Glory. 


May 1991/CENTERFOLD: Am 
Anderson. Hulk Hogan, Rude, Flair- 
Sting, Thesz. 


June 1991/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw 
Duggan. Hulk Hogan, Cactus, Flair, 
Nasty Boys, Steiner. 


January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff 
Jarrett. Flair/Summerslam, Simmons 
by Bowden, Von Erich interview. 


February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt 
Hennig, Ramon, Snuka-Muraco, 
Rude, Rhodes, Roberts interview. 


April 1993/CENTERFOLD: Barry 
Windham. Steiners, Backlund, Sting- 
Muta, Hawk-Sasaki, 


November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The 
Steiners. WCW Midyear Report, 
Doink, Funk-Gilbert, Race, Yokozuna. 


January 1994/CENTERFOLD: Jerry 
Lawler. Doink, Nasty Boys, Steiners, 
Cornette, Vicious. 


May 1994/CENTERFOLD: Tatanka. 
Yokozuna-Luger, Fiair-Vader, 
Heenan, WrestleMania retrospective. 


July 1994/CENTERFOLD: Rick 
Steamboat. Razor Ramon, Flair- 
Regal, Cactus, Lawler, Yokozuna 


[NOTE: Cover stories noted i in boldface.] 


August 1994/CENTERFOLD: Doink 
& Dink. Bret Hart/WrestleMania X, 
Steiners, Albano, steroid trial. 


November 1994/CENTERFOLD: 
Randy Savage. Hogan In WCW, 
Cactus, Yokozuna, Lawler, Michaels, 
Jake. 


Winter 1994/CENTERFOLD: Terry 
Funk. Hulkamania Wild Again, 
McMahon, Vicious, AAA, Flair. 


January 1995/CENTERFOLD: Razor 
Ramon. Tatanka, Hogan, Alundra, 
ECW vs. NWA, Brian Lee. 


February 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Johnny B. Badd. WCW Civil War, 
Pillman & Austin, Abdullah, Bret Hart. 


April 1995/CENTERFOLD: Sabu. 
WWF Title Turmoil, Hogan, 
Corette, Diesel, Alundra, Rhodes. 


May 1995/CENTERFOLD: Sting, 
Diesel, Savage, Sabu, Hogan- 
Beefcake, Vader, Owen Hart. 


July 1995/CENTERFOLD: Bam Bam 
Bigelow. Hulk Hogan, Sullivan, 
USWA blood, Yokozuna, revitalize 
the WWF. 


August 1995/CENTERFOLD: Big 
Van Vader. Women In Wrestling, 
Rottens, Sting-Hogan, Road 


October 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Harlem Heat. Razor Ramon, ideal 
WWF champ, Flair, Savage, Omdorff. 


November 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Hulk Hogan. Summersiam, Vader, 
Michaels, Backlund, North Korea, 
ECW tules. 


December 1995/CENTERFOLD: 
Bodydonnas. Diesel-Mabel, Sting, 
Yokozuna, Savio, Regal-Eaton, 
Lawler-LeDuc. 


January 1996/CENTERFOLD: Arn 
Anderson. WWF vs, WCW, Diesel & 
Shawn, Luger, Summerslam. 


February 1996/CENTERFOLD: 
Shawn Michaels. Randy Savage, 
Hogan, Gangstas-Public Enemy, 


workout. Warriors. Austin. 
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In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 
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SHOT 


“Stick to your bodyguard gig, Vince!” Was that = 
what the members of High Voltage were trying to | 
tell Vincent, head of security for the NWO, via this | — 
unusual double-team move? Vincent—formerly 
known, of course, as Virgil—doesn’t wrestle much 
these days, and his ring rust showed against High 
Voltage. If he gets hit with many more moves like ; 
this, he’ll definitely want to think about making © 

- that head of security job his only job in the NWO. : 
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70 & PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED a 


TL BLANK 


4996's 
a ia UH Pall 
Z SUBOLRIPIION! 


Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PWI Almanac And 


Oo, TT 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been SAVE UP TO 25 Zeit 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors (Please check one) 


of PWI have put together the ultimate resource tool, (@’YES! | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical ILLUSTRATED 

overview of the sport. The 196-page, digest-sized edi- () | am enclosing $33.85 for a L3-issue subscription—a 20% 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash savings off the newsstand price! 


results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year C] | am enclosing $63.50 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 

history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 25% savings off the newsstand rate! 

C) | wish to receive the 1997 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 

bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover 

postage and handling 

(| would like to order the 1997 PWI Almanac only and have 
enclosed $7 as payment in full 

Please indicate method of payment: 

[] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 

London Publishing Co.) 


The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 


13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 
Up to 25% off the newsstand price H 
Four special » including the 100-page | 
“Year-End Achievement Awards” and the “PW 500” {oA 
; | O&O VISA# 

right to your home 1 
And, of course, The 1997 PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts 


O 


MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / 
MO/YR 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its 


Signature: 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 
PO. Box 910 
Ft.Washington, PA 19034 


best. PWI includes exclusive features you can’t get any- | NAME 

where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” ... 

Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top ! ADDRESS APT. 
Rope” .. .An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 

sport's top stars ... Extensive “Ratings” ... “Scouting ' CITY STATE___ ZIP _ 


Reports” .. .“Time “Capsules” ...And don’t forget: Your 
subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 
can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
out the year. 
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Price offer good in U.S, only. Canada and all foreign countries: $45.10 for 13 | 
issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues ($130.00 airmail). International ‘ 
money order in U.S, funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow upto |} 
eight weeks before you receive your first issue.. . 
1 


4476/02-97 


«you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 7 AN 
i the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
Aes, get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


Pais When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling \ W, Bese 
, Illustrated magazine has all the inside information NZ if tet 
Ke esas 
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Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


TB This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 
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Kids, get your parents’ permission, 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIIN 3XX 4450/02-97 
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